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5[0 Daughter of the East is Benazier Bhutto’ s autobiography. The twice-elected Prime Minister of Pakistan, also
the first female government leader in the Islamic world, was tragically assanssinated on December 27th in the city of
Rawalpindi after her speech on an ally for the upcoming election, in which she had been predicted to win the third
term of Prime Minister in her political career. However, she couldn’ t escape it and fell down on her path to the

Page 17



Jouguogd

power, aged 54.She talked about her uneven and legendary life which paralleled with history of Pakistan, including
glory and suffering of her family, the democratic progress in Pakistan, her political dcree during her regime and her
attitude toward interior extremism.Born as the daughter of Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, the founder of Pakistan People’ s
Party and the first civil-elected Prime Minister in 1971, Benazier Bhutto witnessed her father’ s diplomatic
performance both in the world stage and the domestic political circle and great contribution to democratic progress
in Pakistan in her ealier years. Studying in the United States and Britain provide her a utterly different impression
about democracy from the situation in her own country. Compared to ordinary Pakistani people, she was much
more fortunate to receive such a high-ranking education and can be generally clssified into the country’ s new
generation.Even today, democratic progress in Pakistan is in the very spotlight of the international community.
Historically speaking, Pakistan has experienced several periods of junta-ruling because its complex sectarian and
regional conflicts among tribes. However, domination of junta gave rise to dictatorship: No protest. No
demonstration. No freedom of speech. It became a political phenomenon that military dictatorship and
democratically-elected government administrate Pakistan alternately. A junta overturns the elected-government for
its inefficiency and corruption to come into power for years. Then embarrassed by the massive scale of civil protest
and demonstration, military dictator promises a general election in which a civil-elected government replaces the
junta, which forms a vicious circle. For instance, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, Benazier’ s father, was toppled and hang by
then Army Chief of Staff Zia-ul-Hag.She was elected twice, but neither of her administration was fulfilled. Having
been fanscinated in the atmosphere of democracy overseas, she echoed the reform policies during her father’ s
regime which was described as radical Islamic Communism, striding toward democracy without a transitional
period. Meanwhile, Benazier’ s ordering to deprive juntas of the power compounded the contradiction between
her and the army forces. Her government was dismissed and her term left unfulfilled.After 911 terrorism attack in
2001, Pakistan, as the front line of Anti-terrorism, graspped the international attention. Terrorism and Islamic
extremism added to the sophistication of domestic situation. On the day of October 18th 2007, she returned to
Pakistan after her eight-year exile to cheers of tens of thousands of her supporters in Karaki where a series of suicide
bombing targeted her due to her pro-democracy and pro-West stance caused the most severe and bloody assault in
Pakistani history. Claiming that the terrorists betrayed tolerance and non-violence advocated by Koran, she
demonstrated her point of view that the crashes between the West and the Islamic World culturally and religiously
is reconciliable and democracy, as a landmark of social progress, also is bound to achieve in the Islam-rooted
countries.Harboring the belief, she was determined to return to her motherland to participate in the election for
Prime Minister regardless of death-intimidations. She managed to escape the October 18th attack but never made it
on December 27th, the eve of parliamentary election scheduled on Janurary 8th 2008. Instead of the daughter of the
East, she was rather remembered as the daugher of Pakistan for her charm and resolution.PS: According to
Benazier Bhutoo’ s will, her son Bilawal Bhutto Zardari inherited as the chairman of Pakistan People’ s Party,
associated by her husband Asif Ali Zardari. In the delayed election on February 18th, Pakistan People’ s Party
won.
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