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O0000ODO0O0ODO O The Collection of Critical Biographies of Chinese Thinkers, under the general editorship
of the late honorary president of Nanjing University, Professor Kuang Yarning, is the largest-scale project of
research materials on Chinese thinkers undertaken since the beginning of the twentieth century. Standing on the
shoulders of this great man and other 200 well-known Chinese professors, this collection of concise
Chinese-English version is not only based on a profound academic foundation, but also exhibits a brand new
feature which is the virtue of explaining the profound in a simple way, hence leading readers to mastery of the
contents; it also incorporates a refined principle of selection, a simple mode of evaluation and commentary, and a
moving narration of the stories and their wisdom.
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Sima Qian (135 B.C.——386 B.C.) is the most influential and respected imperial historian in China. His work Shift
(Records of the Grand Historian of China) is acknowledged by many Chinese to be the richest and most complex
book recording the first three thousand years of history up to the Han Dynasty. The book Sima Qian provides
readers with a brief history of the grand historian and his talent as a writer. Sima Qian is from a historian's family.
His own life experience as court astrologer and Palace Attendant, and opportunities to travel broadly to most
places in ancient China allowed him to obtain first hand information that enabled him to revisit the written history
and collect new materials to rewrite history. Sima Qian had a complex life with dramatic ups and downs. He was
imprisoned due to the fact that he bravely spoke up to protect the unfairly persecuted general. Fighting against the
tragedy he pulled himself together and completed the Shift. The trajectory of his life spelt the complexity of the
politics and nature of China's feudal society. By reading the book Sima Qian one can taste the long, vivid and
complex history of Chinese feudal society. The 130-chapter Shift is a gold mine of ancient Chinese history. It not
only provides readers with the major historians, and social events, but also the social culture shaped by these figures
and events. Sima Qian’s Shift is a splendid literature to readers in China and worldwide. Like Samual Johnson is the
father of English literature and the dictionary, Sima Qian is the father of China's history and literature. He set the
standard and model for recording Chinese history for later historiographers.
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