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The story was inspired by a remark of Mark Twain's to the effect that it was a pity that the best part of life came
at the beginning and the worst at the end. By trying the experiment upon only one man in a perfectly normal world
I have scarcely given his idea a fair trial.--F. Scott Fitzgerald
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"You're just the romantic age," she continued- "fifty. Twenty-five is too worldly-wise; thirty is apt to be pale
from overwork; forty is the age of long stories that take a whole cigar to tell; sixty is- oh, sixty is too near seventy;
but fifty is the mellow age. I love fifty."
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A full moon drenched the road to the lustreless color of platinum, and late-blooming harvest flowers breathed

into the motionless air aromas that were like low, half-heard laughter.
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