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0 O O Warren 1966, 890J . Negroes, who confront the white man from birth to death forgenerations, prove an
excellent candidate for the linkage between history and reality. Soin placing his story against southern familial
heritage, Fanlkner discovers that, to quoteDavis again, "the Negro is a viable means of relating his major concerns
to the past, ofsupplying an additional perspective upon the meaning of that past, and of increasingdramatic
tensions between the past and present” [J 1983, 680 . To illuminate the concretefunctions the blacks serve, we need
to turn to the black characters themselves.[1 [1 In Flags in the Dust, Negroes get more individualized treatment
than in SoldiersPay. Simon, the Sartoris family coachman and butler is described as both "Negro™ and"a Negro." In
the first place, whether drawn from plantation literature or from thefeatures of one of the Falkner family retainers

[0 Simon is generally thought to owesomething to the Falkner family servant Ned Barnett[d] , Simons portrait has
thereassuring face of a black happy with paternalism. He is introduced into the scene withmarvelous affinity with
horses and adoration for the Sartorises:[] (I Simon sat on the seat with the reins in his left hand and the thong of the
whip caught smartly back in his right and usually the unvarying and seemingly incombustible fragment of a cigar in
his mouth, talking to the horses in steady, lover-like flow. Simon spoiled horses. He admired Sartorises and he had
for them a warmly protective tenderness, but he loved horses, and beneath his hands the sorriest beast bloomed and
acquired comeliness like a caressed woman, temperament like an opera star. [1 FID 801 The impression of a comic
black stereotype is enforced a passage away where hedisplays "his races fine feeling for potential theatrics” [ ibid[] ,
"a typically generalizingremark in this novel," notes Richard Gray, "which, like SP, reduces black people toobjects"
(11994, 13201 . He is physically "Negro." He reeks of "normal odours" [ FID 324[J and is often cast in animal
imagery. "His disembodied head [looks] like that of thecurious and wizened grandfather of all apes"[J FID 273

[ ,"he scuffed across to the tablewith sounds as of a huge rat [1 ibid[J and during our last view of him, he "look([s]
like afrog” [0 FID 41907 . He is proud of the Sartoris quality and of being a member of the bestfamily, so much so
that he does not open his mouth without mentioning "equipage” and"gentmun” [J FID26, 119,120,121 . In the
same token, he views other "niggers” with"tolerant and easy scorn™ [ FID 262[1 .
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