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I knew | had consanguineous siblings in Taiwan. I was still in kindergarten when my mother revealed this grave
secret to me, which we concealed for ages. At that time, the extreme tension of &quot;class struggle&quot;
prevailed in every corner of China, anyone who has relatives in Taiwan would be strongly suspected, which seemed
as if there hangs the Sword of Damaocles just above your head, at any time ready to have you decapitated.(] [0 [ [
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0000000000000 00D000DDOO Last year, | had the honour of reading this new book A
Naughty Child by my Taiwanese brother Ma Gaugang (under the pen name of Lionshan) before he had published
it. And only when I finished reading the book, | came to be aware that the same extreme tension equally existed in
the opposite side: After my mother left Taiwan, she so much missed my siblings that she asked a favour of Madam
Yang Huimin (the girl scout who delivered the national flag to our heroic garrison in Sihang stronghold during the
Shanghai battle) to send their photos to her, which eventually turned out to be a vain attempt. Because in Taiwan at
that time, such trivial private affairs could also be accused of treason. Before long A Naughty Child shall come off
the press in Taipei, and since my nephew Ma Shifang brought me one in advance, | am fortunate to be the first
reader. The book is just about to be published in mainland too, and the publisher requested me, both as a historian
and brother, to preface the book, through which I would also glowingly speak my mind.19490 00 O 0 O O O O
0000000000000 00oDboooo0o0ooDbooooooDobooooooobOoOn
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0 O O O O O The separation of China which is in the wake of the earthshaking events in 1949, has brought
permanent sufferings to numerous Chinese families. Sixty years later, though the war clouds over the Strait may
have dissipated, the scattered families may have resumed communication or have been reunited, still we cannot
bear the very thought of the past, for which our hearts have bled too much. In recent years, there has been several
memoirs published in Taiwan like A Life of Rough Crossings and The Mighty Exodus in 1949. Equivalently in
mainland as well we have a panoramic reportage The Great Retreat and Return. It seems that in the current press
circle, a wave of nostalgia is just being aroused. And this book of my brother, is rather an autobiographical one,
which is about the two family histories of two generations. ] D D 0D 0000000000 OODODOOOOO
O0000000DOOo0oesdinooonoooonoooooooooooooonoooooon
O0000oOo0obgeouooonoooonbooooooboobooooboobooooDoon
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oooooo* 0boobb0o0ob0o0oboboob0obDboUobO” UobboobooobOooo
0000000000000 000D0O000000000O0D0OO0O0O000  Early in this year, my brother,
along with my sister-in-law Shauching and my nephew Shifang, came to Peking to celebrate Mother’s centennial
birthday. Sixty-three years ago, Mother took him and my elder sister Ma Yoogang to Taiwan, and broke up with
their father Dr. Ma Tingying, and then headed for Hong Kong on her own. In 1949, being persuaded by my father,
Chang Neichee, she went back to mainland instead of the US. The following year | was born in Peking. This
personal travel of my mother somehow accidentally changed the course of our lives. As Tolstoy once said:
&quot;All happy families are happy alike, all unhappy families are unhappy in their own way.&quot; Fate is always
hard to predict. The Ma and the Chang family just departed reversely ever since, and the children of the two
families both had their own respective miseries. Yet the one who suffered most, is supposed to be our mother. [J [
00000000 bOO00D0bOO0o0bOo00obDbOOo0bOo0o0oDbOooooooDbOoooOoOoobDOoOon
00000000 bO00b0DOO00bO00bDbO0o0oOo0o0oDbOoooOoooDbOOooooOooobDOoOon
O00000OO00bO00bDoOOo0DOo0o0obDbOOo0oOoooDbooooooDobooooooobooOon
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OO0” 00DooobOoooo* oboobD” oobooooDboooooooboooooooboooo
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00 O™ [0 Because of the long separation across the Strait, the mainlanders may be acquainted with Mr. Lee Sigang,
but they may have never heard of Dr. Ma Tingying, who was also a world'-renowned geologist, unless he or she is
something of a geologist too. Dr. Ma discovered the seasonal change of the coral and the existence of the ancient
equator through his palaeontologic study. His demonstration that the equator has kept moving in different
geologic ages, indicates the positions of each continent in different geologic times and shows the traces of their
displacement, thus directly verifying the Continental Drift theory by Dr. Wegener Alfred. He established the Rigid
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Sliding Diastrophism theory fifteen years earlier than the Plate Tectonics by western researchers. His Origin of
Petroleum theory states that it is the crustal sliding movement that cause the massive deaths of animals and plants,
hence formed oil and gas. His theories were not comprehensively understood in his lifetime, it was not until recent
years he is eventually recognized as &quot;the pioneering scholar&quot; among the international geology circle. [
00000000 bO00D0oOO00bOo00DobOOo0ooOo0oDobOooooooDobOOooooooobooOon
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0000000000000 00DDb000bo0o0obOoO* DooO” ODr. Ma's research was also
involved with the sovereignty of two important territorial sea areas of China: First, during the Sino-Japanese war, he
left for the East Sand Isles on a tour of scientific investigation, and discovered some coral growing in those
chinaware on the seabed. He calculated the growth circle of the coral and confirmed that the sea area has been
China’'s territory since Ming Dynasty. And this discovery was specially commended in the testimonial by President
Chiang Ching-kuo, after the Doctor's death. Second, before the U.S &quot;returned&quot; the Okinawa and
Pinnacle Islands to Japan, Dr. Ma had already inferred that there was supposed to be abundant oil deposit in the
very sea area around Pinnacle Islands. He requested a senator to have this reported to Mr. Chang Chun, the
secretary general of the executive mansion. Yet the doctor's proposal was not much regarded. &quot;If there is
indeed oil over there, the Japanese should have already found them long before us.&quot; Replied Mr. Chang. And
not long after Pinnacle Islands ultimately became a highly disputed area between the two countries, which
somehow rendered Dr. Ma the &quot;oldest defender&quot; of Pinnacle Islands in Taiwan.O0 O 0 0 0 0 0O 0O O
O0o00o0oOoobOoobooOoOo* 00O oOboooDboooooobooooooobooo
00000000 bO00D0oOO00bOo00DobOOo0ooOo0oDobOooooooDobOOooooooobooOon
00000000 DO00D0oOOo0bOo00DoOOo0oOo0ooDoOooooooobOoooooooDooon
000000000000 oOO00DOo00DoOOo0oOo0oDobOoooooooOo0ooooooDooon
0000000000000 00D0000000D000000D D000 Aswas alleged before in
mainland, none of the KMT expropriators dispatched to the Japanese -occupied areas after the war, could not be
found guilty of embezzlement. Yet Dr. Ma was just an exception free of corruption. After the Japanese's defeat, he
departed for Taiwan with the other five professors (Chen Jiangong, Su Butching, Tsai pangha, Lu Geehom, Luo
Zongluo), and jointly took over the Taipei Imperial University with Mr. Du Tsongming and Lin Maosheng, which
was reorganized as National Taiwan University, and where Dr. Ma was designated concurrently director of the
geology department and head of the research institute of marine science. The associates of Dr. Ma mentioned in the
book, are mostly intellectual elites evacuating from mainland, who carried on the diffusion of our invaluable
traditions and culture lest they be destroyed during the coming catastrophe of Cultural Revolution. But unlike
them, Dr. Ma stayed in Taiwan purely on account of his academic post, instead of the political stand.(0 OO OO 00 [
000000000000 DOO00DO00DODbO0o0bO00DbOO0o0ooOoOooDbObOoooboOoOooDbOOoOon
000000000000 DOO00DO00DODbO0o0bO00DbOO0o0ooOoOooDbObOoooboOoOooDbOOoOon
00000000 bOO00D0bOO0o0bOo00obDbOOo0bOo0o0oDbOooooooDbOoooOoOoobDOoOon
O0000oOO0o0bOO0odbOoOOoo0bOo0o0obDbOo0oobOo0oDbOoooOoooDoboOoOo boo” oboo
O00000000000000D000D0D0O0DDOOAsapurescientist, Dr. Ma was a patriot, but not a
hired scholar, which at last resulted in his being isolated and excluded from the school's management after
President Fu sinian’s death, and retiring almost pennilessly. After this state scholar had been consigned to oblivion
for many years, he was hospitalized in a third'-class ward because of cancer, in National Taiwan University which
he took over decades ago. It was because of the news report, that he was then transferred to a first-class ward and
visited by the KMT personages (such as President Chiang Ching'-kuo, Shieh Dongmin, Yan Jiashing, Swinn
Yunshan). Great tribute was paid posthumously to the doctor, at whose funeral General Chang Shieliang also made
his first public appearance after his coming to Taiwan. Chinese people across the straits have been sharing just the
same disposition, not only towards being torn by civil strife, but also making an untimely retrieve.(0 O O 00 O O
0000000000000 00oDboooo0o0ooDbooooooDobooooooobOoOn
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0000000000000 DO O Itis not necessarily happy as being the family member of a great scientist,
which has been proved both by my brother's recount as well as the failed marriage of my mother and Dr. Ma.
Except the legendary stories of the parents, this book which is named A Naughty Child also recaptures the
childhood and adolescence of a rebellious boy: Nearly being aborted before birth because of the estrangement of
the parents; Being adopted and then retaken by the mother; the cloister as a little monk; the separation from
Mother after the arrival in Taiwan, and the following domestic violence; An extensive reader at home and a
problem child who always truanted at school...Both the senior and junior Ma have been genetically disobedient:
The senior went to study overseas in Japan in order to escape the arranged marriage, while the junior left home after
being misunderstood by the former, because of the petty action of the aunt. Yet fortunately the father turned out to
become a geologist whilst the sonended up beingawriter. O 0 00000000000 0OOOOOOOO0O
000000000000 DO00bO00D0bO0o0O0o00DbOo0ooDoooDoOOoooOoOoobDOoOon
000000000000 DO00DO000D0DO00bO000DbOO0o0oODo0ooDbOOoOooOoOooDbOOoOn
O0000oOO0o0bOO0o0oooOOoooOOo" 0DoOo” ObooDbOoooOooobooooooobooo
oo oogdododoooooooouododoooooooon
dooooboooboooooo “ ooooooga” “obuoog” toboooo* oooooo
goo?” “dood” ouoobuooooobooobooboooooooo “ oooooooo
Ob” gddotdodoooooooououod* ooo” oooguododoooooooon
OO000O0D0OO0OOO0OO0OO My brother has been a good storyteller since he was a child. This book is not a
chronicle of abstractly recorded events, but a series of profiles of all sorts of interesting characters from mainland to
Taiwan during those eventful years: the amiable and kindly scholastic seniors, the inseparable childhood playmates,
the faithful friends who stuck to their code of brotherhood, the bookstorer who was also an impulsive
murder...most of whom are mainlanders following KMT to Taiwan. And there is a paragraph which particularly
evokes my mixed feelings, and which also clearly shows the confusion of the current Taiwanese people, over their
nationality:&quot;At that time Taiwan had just been reclaimed (from the Japanese occupation), most of the
Taiwanese were not aware whether it was Chinese or Japanese that they were supposed to be. And the teacher
always took me as an example by asking the classmates: "What nationality is Ma gaugang?' 'Chinese!" replied all the
pupils in chorus."What nationality are we?"'Chinese!" replied us in an all the much louder voice.The teacher was
very pleased with the answer and asked us to speak out even louder:"WE ARE ALL CHINESE!'Sixty years later, |
can never be the model of 'Chinese’. And in case | am being asked of which nationality I am, there is certainly going
tobealongstoryformetotell&quot, O 0 0000 OO0 OOOOOOOOOOOOOOODOOOO
“J00000bO0o0oOOoOOoO” 0obOobOoobOo0bobOOoobOo0obDbDOoOobOoOooDoboOooog
godooooooooootd® dooogoooodododoooooooododogn
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Jd0oo” Dodooooooooooooooooo* oooo” 0000 Weareall Chinese
no matter we chose to stay in mainland or leave for Taiwan. Yet | have been educated since in primary school that
&quot;the Taiwanese people are living in an abyss of suffering and misery waiting for us to be liberated.&quot; And
after | read this book, I learned that Taiwanese were educated almost the same. My brother wrote in the book:
&quot;We once firmly believed that on this planet, no one was not anti'-communist, apart from Joseph Stalin, Mao
Zedong and Chou Enlai, the people under whose rule were indiscrimately persecuted and duped.&quot; The two
sides have been smearing each other for decades, using the same bolshevik kind of propaganda.0J O O 00 0 O O
oooooo* 0boobob0ooboobb0oob0oobDboobooooDboobDoooDbOooo
O0” 00obo0oboobobooboobboob0oobboobooooDboooDoooDbOooo
0000000000000 boooDoooDboooDoooDbOooo
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OooO* ooOo” O0* oooodr 00000 Mymother once voiced her wish: &quot;Since my two sons are
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both adept in writing, they can narrate my life story hereafter, the first half by Gaugang, and the latter by
Leefan.&quot; In this book of my brother, there still exist some gaps in the first half of Mother's life: she did not
immediately married Dr. Ma soon after the outbreak of the Sino-Japanese war. Instead, she received her training in
a training school exclusively for students returning from Japan, and she then served as a instructor in the central
training camp in Wuhan afterwards. It was not until she crossed through the Jiangxi battlefield after the fall of
Wauhan, that she married the doctor. And during the subsequent estrangement, she taught successively in a

spare -time school in Chongging and in Nanton College. All of the above were what she mentioned in her
&quot;confession&quot; during the Cultural Revolution.0 O 0 0 0 00000 OO0 O0O0O0OOOOOOO
ooodo0ooboobooboboob0oobboob0o0obDboUboDoooDoO* Dbooobooo
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O 00o00” 0000000000000 oDs ooooooboooooobooo
" O00000000000DDO0O00O0O0OOD Those students returning afar from Japan to join the national
resistance, were not trusted immediately. Dr. Ma was suspected of being a traitor simply because he had studied in
Japan for many years. Rumour even has it in his hometown that &quot;he has been shot by President Chiang
Kai'-shek himself!l&quot; Mother also mentioned that she had been traced all her way to the training school with
the other students back from Japan, and was interrogated simply because &quot; The woman is so pretty, just look
like a Japanese spy!&quot; Some of her classmates in the training school went to Yan'an (the communist
stronghold) while she did not. And many years later when we recollected all these past events, | told Mother that
&quot;you made a right choice.&quot; First, it is very likely that those high'-ranking cadres shall have an eye on
you, then | was not going to be born. Second, it is not likely that you would get through the &quot;Rescue
movement&quot;, as Kang Sheng (the KGB chief of CCP) once accused a women of being a spy simply by the fact
that &quot;she is too good'-looking!&quot; Third, even if you are lucky enough to dodge this bullet, there would
still be even more plenty of this kind of &quot;movement&quot; in the coming future. 0 00O O OO0 O OO
O0000000Db00boooobooLonooonoooboobooooboobooooon
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[0 The Sino-Japanese war is the first turning point of my mother’s life, another watershed in her life is supposed to
be the year 1949 when the Chinese Civil War was just about to end, and when my father abandoned all his property
in Hong Kong and left for the communist &quot;Liberation Area&quot; in Manchuria. He wrote to my mother
who was then still in HK: &quot;the public order is perfectly restored in the Liberation Area, the future New China
will be a equal society where everybody lives in prosperity and peace. Come along back with me!&quot; Mother
trusted him and came back, only to find herself all sorts of dreadful ordeals to endure. She grumbled then at my
father during the Cultural Revolution: &quot;You kept writing to me to call me back, and so what | did come
back?&quot;Father just heaved a sigh and explained: &quot;l once believed in them...&quot;J O O O 0O 0O O O
00000000 bOO00D0bOO0o0bOo00obDbOOo0bOo0o0oDbOooooooDbOoooOoOoobDOoOon
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OO000O0OD0ODOOO0OOO Asone of the very few remainders of those exodus, what my hundred-year-old
mother can only do, is just sitting lonely in her wheelchair. None of her peers is still alive, and she rarely talked
about the past. | kept asking her to go downstairs to have a stroll in the park and enjoy the grassland and fresh air.
She agreed but never really did it. I guess, as she is reluctant to mention the past, she is just unwilling to expose her
senility, too. Her youth, her beauty, her love and hatred, her joys and sorrows...all have been forever sealed, laden
withdust 0 000 000000000000 0OD00O0O00O0O0DO00O0O0OO0O0DO0O0ODOOOODO
0000000000000 oo oo booboooooobooo
0000000000000 b00obDb0o0obO00oDboooDoooDbooboDoooDbOooo
O O O O O History is just like a jigsaw of a great size, the parts of which are constituted of personal experience and
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family history. They need to be preserved and recorded without delay. We are now living in the internet era, online
blogging entitles everybody to enlarge this jigsaw puzzle by offering his or her own pieces. Many people wrote
about their life story on the blog or other We Medias. Writing history is no longer the specialty of scholars, nor the
privilege of the authorities. Thus it's getting increasingly difficult for those who still want to distort history or cover
upthetruths. O 0O 000000000 OODOOO0O0OO0OOOOOOODDODOO0OOOOOOODODOOOO
gododooooooootdotdl—uOoobooooootdodooooooooaoao
(120110 50 3000 O O O O O O O The first piece of the jigsaw of the modern history of China, has been offered
by Ms. Long Ying-tai, the second by Ms. Chee Pang -yuan, and now it is Ma Gaugang's turn...Maybe there will
also be you and me, and everybody: Chinese people all over the world, has his or her own story to tell.2011.5.30
Peking
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