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0000 1also began to evaluate missionary methods. Acceptance for baptismwas chiefly a matter of doctrinal
beliefs in simplified form, attendanceon Sunday services and the rigid keeping of that day, more thanin the moral
and social implications of the Gospel. Repudiation of ancestor-worship seemed to be a needlessly harsh
aggravation of thedifficulties for the Chinese convert. Worship was chiefly preaching, withno sensuous appeal
through the pageantry of ritual, artistic adornmentand such, all of which are instinctive among Chinese. In general
thetendency was toward a somewhat severe, repressive, formalizedconception of religion, which was a natural
fruition of accepted standardsin the parent Church. In other missions, and latterly in most of them,there have been
notable changes in all these matters. A far more serious problem, then at its worst, was the abuse of thesecular
power represented by the governments supposedly behind themissionaries. Roman Catholics, through the
Concordat with the FrenchGovernment claimed official status for their hierarchy and protectedtheir members in
lawsuits and other political issues. To join a Churchmeant political and economic security. This statement is made
withoutimpugning the motives of the Catholic priests. Still less is there criticismof their piety and devotion for
which | have the greatest admiration. But itled to false reasons for joining the Church and to constant
legalinjusticesdue to the fear Chinese officials had of complications with the Great Powers which were too often
made the pretext for additi.onal territorialor commercial concessions. Chinese workers in Protestant missions were
appealed to to help relatives or neighbors in difficulties and alsohad the temptation to supplement their meager
salaries by assisting insuch negotiations.
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