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O O In writing the third edition | have sought to improve and to expand the material in the first two editions of this
book. To achieve this | have revised and | have rewritten; much more extensively than in the second edition. | have
also added new material to most of the chapters (the book has grown from a first edition of around 6501 000 words
to a third edition in excess of 10001 000 words). This is most evident in the renamed[] and reorganised[] Chapter
6] where | have added a new section on Queer TheorylJ and where | have extended the section on Reading
Womens Magazines. Perhaps the most visible change is the addition of illustrations] and the inclusion of a list of
web sites useful to the student of cultural theory and popular culture.
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EditionPreface to Second EditionPreface to Third EditionAcknowledgementsl What is Popular Culture? Culture
Ideology Popular Culture Popular Culture as Other Further Reaking2 The Culture and Civilization'Tradition
Matthew Arnold Leavisism Mass Culture in America:the Post-war Debate The Culture of Other People Further
Reading3 Culturalism Richard Hoggart:The Uses of Literacy Raymond Williams: The Analysis of Culture’
E.P.Thompson:The Making of the English Working Class Stuart Hall and Paddy Whannel: The Popular Arts The
Centre for Contemporary Cultural Studies Fufther Reading4 Structuralism and Post-structuralism Ferdinand de
Saussure Claude Levi-Strauss,Will Wright and the American Western Roland Barthes:Mythologies
Post-Structuralism Jacques Derrida Jacques Lacan Discourse and Power:Michel Foucault and Edward Said
Further Reading5 Marxisms6 Gender and Sexuality7 Postmodernism8 The Politics of the PopularJournals on
Cultural Theory and Popular CultureCultural Theory and Popular Culture Web SitesNotesIindex
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In the social production of their existence men enter into definite, necessary relations, which are independent
of their will, namely, relations of production corresponding to a dererminate stage of development of their material
forces of production. The totality of these relations of production constitutes the economic structure of society, the
real foundation on which there arises a legal and political superstructure and to which there correspond definite
forms of social consciousness. The mode of production of material life conditions the social, political and
intellectual life process in general. It is not the consciousness of men that determines their being, but on the
contrary it is their social being that determines their consciousness.
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First of all, ideology can refer to a systematic body of ideas articulated by a particular group of people..0 OO A
[ second definition suggests a certain masking, distortion, concealment.

sgboobuoooooobooboooobo-u1d

popular culture is in effect an empty conceptual category, one which can be filled in a wide variety of often
conflicting ways, depending on the context of use.
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Raymond Williams calls culture "one of the two or three most complicated words in the English language”.
Williams suggests three broad definitions. First of all, culture can be used to refer to "a general process of
intellectual, spiritual and aesthetic development".[J I A second use of the word “culture” might be to suggest "a
particular way of life, whether of a people, a period or a group”.[] [ Finally, Williams suggests that culture can be
used to refer to "the works and practices of intellectual and especially artistic activity".
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As Tony Bennett points out, "as it stands, the concept of popular culture is virtually useless, a melting pot of
theoretical blind alleys".
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