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0 O The group set off from Beijing last Thursday morning.and their social activities beganalmost as soon as they
got off the planeJ On Friday morning[] Lord Marshalll] thechairman of an organisation called Visit
Britain.invited t11em to breakfast at the Victoriaand Albert Museum.They then visited some of London’ s main
tourist attractionsl] including the London Eye and the British MuseumJ and enjyed a cruise on the RiverThames
before arriving at the Tower of London.[] [1 Therel] after a welcome speech by Prince Andrew(] the Chinese
visitors enjyed asuperb Chinese dinner] cooked by chefs from London’ s Hakkasan restaurant(] the
onlyChinese restaurant in Europe with a Michelin star.During the dinner.a professor ofhistory frOm London
University gave a speech about the history of the Tower.“ Tourism to Britain brings in more than 74 billion US
dollars and is very important toour economy[] ” said Lord Marshall.“ Now that Chinese citizens can obtain UK
visas[] we hope many Chinese people will take the opportunity to visit US.” “ There are already many thousands
of Chinese people who study or do business inLondonl] ” he said[1 “ Now we want to welcome tourists

[J too.Next year’ s Chinain Londonfestival will be the largest outside Asia and will be a fantastic celebration.

" After the weekend in London[] the Chinese delegation visited other tourist destinationsin Britainl] including
Shakespeare’ s birthplace[d Stratford-upon-Avon.“ Chinese people are fascinated by Britain[J " said the
delegation’ sleader] Wang Li.“ Speaking personally.T love Shakespeare’ s plays but | am also very pleased that
someof your top soccer teams now have Chinese players(] ”
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