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15 Defense Against the Effects of Chemical and Biological Warfare Agents Lesson 16 Management of Chemical
CasualtiesPart 1 Air Force and Navy MedicineLesson 17 Acceleration Effects on Fighter PilotsLesson 18 Medical
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[0 O This is not to suggest that the environmental hazards to which military mem- bers may be exposed are
completely unfamiliar in civilian occupationsC] rather[ it is the manner and degree of the military occupational
exposures that are unique. ThusJ] while civilian workers certainly may be at risk of hearing loss from exposureto
noise] few are at risk of exposure to the high blast over pressures generated byartillery pieces and other explosive
weapons. Armored vehicle crewmen[] operatingin the confinedJ sometimes poorly ventilated spaces of their
vehiclest] may receiveshort[] intermittentC] high-level exposures to a variety of toxic gases] such as
carbonmonoxidel] ammoniall sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxides[] from weapons firing andengine exaust—
—conditions of exposure seldom duplicated in any civilian occupa-tion. Forces deployed in tropical countries
may be exposed in nature to a varietyof infectious diseases capable of producing catastrophic morbidity such as
malarial] hepatitisC] and leptospirosis to mention a few——diseases that only rarely producemorbidity in civilian
work forces on a scale comparable to that frequently seen inmilitary operations. To these examplesC] one may add
exposures to very high altitudes either in aircraft or mountainous terrain] various undersea environments

(1 and extreme conditions of cold and heat. Finally(D the injuries inflicted by modernconventional weapons[] not
to mention those capable of being produced by chemicall biological and nuclear weapons[] represent the
hazards usually associated withmilitary service.
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