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0000 thensaw the smoke ball distort and thin in the wind. There were manyiron shrapnel balls in the rubble
of the houses and on the road beside thebroken house where the post was, but they did not shell near the post
thatafternoon. We loaded two cars and drove down the road that was screenedwith wet mats and the last of the sun
came through in the breaks betweenthe strips of mattings. Before we were out on the clear road behind thehill the
sun was down. We went on down the clear road and as it turned acomer into the open and went into the square
arched tunnel of matting therain started again. The wind rose in the night and at three o'clock in the morning
withthe rain coming in sheets there was a bombardment and the Croatianscame over across the mountain
meadows and through patches of woodsand into the front line. They fought in the dark in the rain and a
counterattack of scared men from the second line drove them back. There wasmuch shelling and many rockets in
the rain and machine-gun and rifle fireall along the line. They did not come again and it was quieter and
betweenthe gusts of wind and rain we could hear the sound of a great bombardmentfar to the north. The wounded
were coming into the post, some were carried onstretchers, some walking and some were brought on the backs of
men thatcame across the field. They were wet to the skin and all were scared. Wefilled two cars with stretcher cases
as they came up from the cellar of thepost and as | shut the door of the second car and fastened it | felt the rainon
my face turn to snow. The flakes were coming heavy and fast in therain. When daylight came the storm was still
blowing but the snow hadstopped. It had melted as it fell on the wet ground and now it was rainingagain. There was
another attack just after daylight but it was unsuccessful.We expected an attack all day but it did not come until the
sun was goingdown. The bombardment started to the south below the long wooded ridgewhere the Austrian guns
were concentrated. We expected a bombardmentbut it did not come. It was getting dark. Guns were firing from the
fieldbehind the village and the shells, going away, had a comfortable sound. We heard that the attack to the south
had been unsuccessful. They didnot attack that night but we heard that they had broken through to the north.In the
night word came that we were to prepare to retreat. The captain at thepost told me this. He had it from the Brigade.
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“ If people bring so much courage to this world the world has to kill them to break them, so of course it kills
them. The world breaks every one and afterward many are strong at the broken places. But those that will not break
it Kills. It kills the very good and the very gentle and the very brave impartially. If you are none of these you can be
sure it will kill you too but there willbe nospecialhurry.” OO OO0 0000000 OOOOOOOOOO
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