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[J O Reciprocal tasks are those in which the test taker or language user engages in language use with another
interlocutor] In reciprocal tasks[] the test taker or language user receives feedback on the relevance and
correctness of the responseld and the response in turn affects the input that is sub- sequently provided by the
interlocutor. The feedback may be either explicit or implicit in the reactions [ verbal(l physicall] of the
interlocutor.l] O Reciprocal language use and test tasks thus have two distinguishing fea turest] [0 100 the
presence of feedback[] and [J 2[J interaction between the two interlocutorsd so that the language used by the
participants at any given point in the communicative exchange affects subsequent language use. A typical example
of a reciprocal test task would be the give-and-take that occurs in a face-to-face oral interview.[] [1 Non-reciprocal
O In non-reciprocal language use there is neither feedback nor interaction between language users. Reading is an
example of non- reciprocal language use since the language users internal or external response to what is read does
not change the form of subsequent material in the text. Typical examples of non-reciprocal test tasks are taking a
dictation and writing a composition.[J [0 Adaptive[] A recent development in measurement is the use of adaptive
testsl] in which the particular tasks presented to the test taker are determined by the responses to previous tasks.
The first task presented in an adaptively administered test is typically of medium difficulty. If this task is per- formed
correctlyld the next task presented will be slightly more difficult. If that task is missed(] the next one will be slightly
easier[] and so on. In most adaptive tests[] test takers do not receive feedback on the correctness of their
responsesl] and may not know that their responses determine which tasks will be presented subsequently.
Adaptive test tasks thus do not involve the feedback that characterizes reciprocal language usel] but they do
involve an aspect of interactiond in the sense that their responses affect subsequent input. Some language use tasks
may be adaptive as welllJ as for example in situations in which one simplifiesC] uses para- phrase[J or slows down
in order to accommodate and repair breakdowns in communication. The person to whom one is talking may not
be aware that what is said is being tailored so as to make the input more understandable and hencell facilitate the
response. [J See Snow and Ferguson 1977 for discussions of this.[J The differences among reciprocaldJ non-
reciprocall] and adaptive input and response are summarized in Table 3.2 overleaf(] from Bachman [ 1990[7 .
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[0 O Language Testing in Practicel] O This book relates language testing practice to current views of
communicative language teaching and testing.lt builds on the theoretical background expounded inBachmans
Fundamental Considerations tn LanguageTesting J OUP 19900] and discusses the designJ planning] and
organization of tests.[] [1 The book is divided into three sections[] [ [ Conceptual bases of test development
discussesobjectives and expectations[] the context of languagetestingl] and the abilities to be tested;]

[J Language test development describes the process oftest development[] including blueprintst] resources

(] operationalization] and scoring methods;] O Ilustrative test development projects describes tenexamples
which illustrate the principles discussed inParts One and Two.[ [ Lyle E Bachman is Professor of@plied
Linguistics at theUniversity of Californial] Los Angeles. Adrian S. Palmer[] Associate Professor of English at the
University ofUtah] USA.O O Applied Linguistics Adviserd H.G. Widdowson
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