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0000000 O O Huangshan's renowned &quot;four wonders&quot; - the rock formations, ancient pines,
seas of clouds and hot springs - have long attracted painters and poets, philosophers adn pilgrims. Both Chinese
landscape painting and Taoist philosophy are said to have drawn early inspiration from the mountain's stunning
natural features. The interplay of its sunshine and roiling mists suggests the vitality of a scene from an inkwash
scroll; its craggy pinnacles and enormous rounded boulders, found on opposite sides of the mountain, form
contrasting, yet complementary, parts of a whole - classic models of yin and yang. Though Huangshan is not one of
China's historically revered &quot;five sacred mountains&quot; (which formed the boundaries of the ancient
empire), its scenic glories are said to surpass even those of Mount Tai, Mount Hua and the rest. &quot;After seeing
the five sacred mountains, ordinary mountains are nothing,&quot; wrote one 17th century visitor. &quot;After
seeing Huangshan, the five sacred mountains are nothing.&quot; Even allowing for a bit of Ming Dynasty
hyperbole, that'sastrong statement O D DO 0" 00" —0O00000000O000—0000000
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0 O O O O The Bei Hai and Xi Hai re situated near some of Huangshan's most famous peaks, pines and rock
formations. But as we walked to the edge of Lion Peak to Ili out over the North Sea, a thick wall ofclouds blocked
the views. As a San Francisco redident, | know my fog - and this looked like fullscale whiteout. But another of my
traveling companions, Chinese photographer Yuan Lian Min - who was made more than 100 trips up Huangshan
and scenes its every nuance - suggested | wait and watch.Then came a remarkable transformation. The clouds
suddenly parted, briefly revealing a chasm. Crowning a peak on the other side was a tableau of naturally sculpted
rock formations known as &quot; Teh Goddess of Mercy&quot; adn &quot;18 Arhat Worshipping the South Gate
of Heaven.&quot; Arhats are monks who have reached Nirvana, and, for a moment, I felt that | had as well. We
were treated to tantalizing glimpses of jagged, knife-like peaks, deep-green pines clinging to granite cliffs, and a
great valley stretching far below. And then, just a suddenly, the scene was gone, enveloped in the cloud sea.This
transience is one of the defining qualities of Huangshan, where light and landscape change not only season to
season but hour to hour and even minute to minute. Sunshine, clouds, rain, mists and winter snows are all engaged
in a kind of cosmic dance atop the mountain, with the rocks and trees their eternal partners.0 0 0 0 0 0 0O O O
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