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This spirit of self-help, as exhibited inthe energetic action of individuals, has in alltimes been a marked feature in the
Englishcharacter, and furnishes the true measureof our power as a nation. Rising above theheads of the mass, there
have always beena series of individuals distinguished beyondothers, who have commanded the publichomage. But
our progress has been owingalso to multitudes of smaller and unknownmen. Though only the generals’ namesmay
be remembered in the history of anygreat campaign, it has been mainly throughthe individual valor and heroism of
theprivates that victories have been won. Andlife, too, is "a soldier's battle,” ~ men inthe ranks having in all times
been amongstthe greatest of workers. Many are the livesof men unwritten, which have neverthelessas powerfully
influenced civilization andprogress as the more fortunate great whosenames are recorded in biography.
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Self-help
By Samuel Smiles

[0 The greatest slave is not he who is ruled by a despot, great though that evil be, but he who is the thrall of his own
moral ignorance, selfishness, and vice.

[0 And so long as the fatal delusion prevails, that liberty solely depends upon, and consists in government, so long will
such changes, no matter at what cost they be effected, have as little practical and lasting result as the shifting of the
figures in a phantasmagoria.

[ Feel that they are free.

[ Studies teach not their own use; but that is a wisdom without them, and above them, won by observation.

[ The facts of nature are open to the peasant and mechanic, as well as to the philosopher, and by nature they are alike
capable of making a moral use of those facts to the best of their power.

0 The wealthy man may pay others for doing his work for him, but is is impossible to get his thinking done for him by
another, or to purchase any king of self-culture.

O Fortune has often been blamed for her blindness; but fortune is not so blind as men are.

O I have been only engaged in piking shells by the seashore, while the great ocean of truth extend itself all unexplored
before him.——Newton

[ Ridicule is the best test of truth.——Shaftesbury
[ The pleasure of the pursuit has always been its best reward; the wealth which followed but an accident.

O If you have great talents, industry will improve them; if you have but moderate abilities, industry will supply their
deficiency.

[0 The phrase in common use, asto “ the spread of knowledge” at this day is no doubt correct, but it is spread so
widely, and in such thin layers, that is only serves to reveal the mass of ignorance lying beneath.

[ Such readers have not inaptly been likened to a certain sort of pocket-knife which some people carry about with

them, which, in addition to a common knife, contains a file, a chise, a saw, a gimlet, a screw-driver, and a pair of
scissors, but all so diminutive, that the moment they are needed for use, they are found useless.

Page 9



ERERERN

guoooobboopbrOdooobobbgogoooobnbd

0000000 :www.tushu000.com

Page 10



