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[ O It was the best of times[] it was the worst of times[] it was the age of wisdom[ it was the age of foolishnesst] it
was the epoch of beliefd it was the epoch of incredulity it was the season of Light[] it was the sea- son of
Darkness[] it was the spring of hopel it was the winter ol de-spairl] we had everything before us(] we had nothing
before usC] we were all going direct to Heaven[d we were all going direct the other way-in short[] the period was so
far like the present period that some ot its noisiest authorities insisted on its being received(] for good or for evil
[ in the superlative degree of comparison only[] [ [1 "I know," said Darnay, respectfully, "how can I fail to know,
Doctor Manette, | who have seen you together from day to day, that between you and Miss Manette there is an
affection so unusual, so touching, so belonging to the circumstances in which it has been nurt-tured, and that it can
have few parallels, even in the tenderness be-tween a father and child. I know, Dr. Manette—— how can | fail to[]
[0 know——that, mingled with the affection and duty of a daughter who has become a woman, there is, in her
heart, towards you, all the love and teiiance of infancy itself. I know that, as in her childhood she had no parent, so
she is now devoted to you with all the constancy and fervour of her present years and character, united to the
trustfulness and at-tachment of the early days in which you were lost to her. | know per-fectly well that if you had
been restored to her from the world beyond this life, you could hardly be invested, in her sight, with a more sacred
character than that in which you are always with her. | know that when she is clinging to you, the hands of baby,
girl, and woman, all in one, are round your neck. I know that in loving you she sees and loves her mother at her
own age, sees and loves you at my age, loves her mother broken-hearted, loves you through your dreadful trial and
in your blessed restoration. I have known this, night and day, sinc
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"l see Barsad, and Cly, Defarge, The Vegeance, the juryman, the judge, long ranks of the new oppressors who
have risen on the destruction of the old, perishing by this retributive instrument, before it shall cease out of its
present use.

"I see a beautiful city and a brilliant people rising from this abyss, and, in their struggles to be truly free, in their
triumphs and defeats through long years to come, | see the evil of this time and of the previous time of which this is
the natural birth, gradually making expiation for itself and wearing out.

"I see the lives for which I lay down my life, peaceful, useful, prosperous and happy, in that England which | shall
see no more.

" | see HER with a child upon her bosom, who bears my name. | see her fathe, aged and bent, but otherwise
restored, and faithful to all men in his healing office, and at peace.

" | see the good old man, so long their friend, in ten years' time enriching them with all he has, and passing
tranquilly to his reward.

"1 see | hold a sanctuary in their hearts, and in the hearts of their descendants, generations hence. | see her, an old
woman, weeping for me on the anniversary of this day.

" | see her and her husband, their course dane, lying side by side in their last earthly bed, and | know that each was
not more honoured and held sacred in the other's soul, than I was in the souls of both.

" | see that child who lay upon her bosom and who bore my name, a man winning his way up in that path of life
which once was mine.

" | see him winning it so well, that my name is made illustrious there by the light of his.

" | see the blots | threw upon it, faded away. | see him, foremost of just judges and honoured men, bringing a boy
of my name, with a forehead that | know and golden hair, to this place--then fair to look upon, with not a trace of
this day's disfigurement--and | hear him tell the child my story, with a tender and a faltering voice.

"It is a far, far better thing that I do,
than | have ever done;

"itisafar, far better rest that | go to,
than I have ever known."
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It was the best of times,it was the worst of times,
it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness,
it was the epoch of belief,it was the epoch of incredulity,
it was the season of Light,it was the season of Darkness,
it was the spring of hope,it was the winter of despair,
we had everything befor us,we had nothing before us,
we were all going direct to Heaven, we were all going direct the other way- in short, the period was so far like the
present period...

“bDobudgogobboobbdboooooboboobbuooooobobobobbbouooooonbo
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O It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was
the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of Light, it was the season of Darkness, it was
the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair, we had everything before us, we had nothing before us, we were all
going direct to Heaven, we were all going direct the other way--in short, the period was so far like the present
period, that some of its noisiest authorities insisted on its being received, for good or for evil, in the superlative
degree of comparison only. [1]
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O O O Itis afar, far better thing that | do than I have ever done; it is a far, far better rest that | go to than | have ever
known.
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