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articles for the China Daily include one of the best that | have seen on the experiences of the foreigner in China.Ken
Robertson Former Associate Dean of UWA Business School, University of Western Australia 0 0 O O 0 0O 0O O
gbododoooooboooouodooodn - 0o gododooooood
O O Areally interesting and entertaining collection of experiences away from the CCTV-9 news studio.Sheng
Yilai Chief Director of CCTV International D D O OO CCTV- 90 OO0 0DOO0OO0OOO0OODOOOOOOO
0000 O00OO0O0OO0OD0OOO0000 Edwin Maher shares with us not only his experiences in his first year of
work in China but also his humour and his unique perspective from the *  down under’ .Li Xing International
News Editorof ChinaDailyD O 0 - OO0 0O0OODO0DO0OD0DOO0OOD0OODOODOOO0OO0O0ODOODOOO
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000000000000 DO00bO00D0bO0o0O0o00DbOo0ooDoooDoOOoooOoOoobDOoOon
OO0o0ooooOo® Ood” OOnaraining day in 2003, Mr. Edwin Maher accidentally tuned in China Radio
International (CRI) broadcasting to Australia. Immediately, this professional broadcaster emailed the CRI, asking
whether he could help to train their staffs. The answer was yes. From then on, the foreigner began his“ adventures
" inBeijing, thecapitalof China. O O 0 0 000 D0DO000OOOO0DOOOODOOODODODOOOOODODOOO
O0o000oOOo0obOOo0oo* oooO0” bboooOo0oDboooooobooooooobooo
00000000 bO00b0DOO00bO00bDbO0o0oOo0o0oDbOoooOoooDbOOooooOooobDOoOon
O00000OO00bO00bDoOOo0DOo0o0obDbOOo0oOoooDbooooooDobooooooobooOon
00000000 bO00D0oOO00bOo00DobOOo0ooOo0oDobOooooooDobOOooooooobooOon
O000O0OODOOMAHERDO ODOODOOO0ODDODO0ODOOODDOOOOOODDOOOO InBeijing, Mr.
Maher worked in CRI and CCTV chronically, at the same time he wrote for the China Daily, sharing his awkward
but interesting experiences with readers. As we all know that the longer a foreigner lived in a different country, the
better he would adapt to it. But for Mr. Maher, those funny experiences happened more and more often. And now,
itevenmadeabook!DOD D ODOODODOOMAHERD D OO D ODODDODO0OODODODDODOODOOODODO
0000000000000 0o0b000Db00o0Db00O0OMAHERD DO OO ODOO0DDODOOoOooOOoO
0000000000000 b00obDb0o0obO00oDboooDoooDbooboDoooDbOooo
O000000o0ob0o0ooooboooooobooooooDobOoooDoooDbooonoon—
—000000000000000000DO000000D0DO00O000D0DDOO00000DDOO1sd
00000000 bO0o0oo0oOOo0DOo00ooDbOooooooDoOOo o0 booooooobooo
000000000000 DO00DO000D0DO00bO000DbOO0o0oODo0ooDbOOoOooOoOooDbOOoOn
J00ooobooooooooono® O 000 To be frankly, the reason why Mr. Maher often felt
confused and get lost in daily life of Beijing was Mr. Maher himself. He could not find others to blame. Because he
was not satisfied just learning about China superficially. He decided to live like a native. So, as we learned from the
book that he took buses with commuters, joined the line for depositing in a bank, and rid a bicycle in the city of the
heaviest traffic in the world[J well, let us say that for a foreign broadcaster who was born in New Zealand and grew
up in Australia, which are two countries with so much land and so little population, on only fact that we China has
a population of 1.3 billion will scare him to death. So, we firmly believe that as long as Mr. Maher is interested in
learning deeply about China (which is definitely worth to do), those funny experiences will continue, and he will
alwaysenjoyitandneverregret. 1 0 00000000000 0OOO0ODOO0OODOO0OOOOODOO
000000000000 oOO00DOo00DoOOo0oOo0oDobOoooooooOo0ooooooDooon
Oo0ooo0obooboobobooboooDboob0oobDboobOoooDboobLDoooDbOooo
ooooooboobooboboobooooDboobo0oDbooLDoooDoO* oDboo" booo
0000000000000 00D0D000000000O0ODODOO0O0OAsChinataking close steps to the
world, its communications with the outside become more frequent and deeper. A Chinese working in USA, or an
Australian working in China, such kind of things will no longer surprise anyone. In those cooperation and
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communications, there are dreams, passion, accomplishments, or even misunderstandings, but the trend of
globalization is proceeding. Maybe one day, we will all become the citizens of the world. Then while we looked
back at those awkward experiences such as Mr. Maher’ s, we will smile warmly at ourselves.

Ao, dodoooooobooa, oo ooo..oobooguouotooooooood
g, oo ooudgotdité&quot;t] U0 &quot;
~Medoodoooooooboooboo,booboo,boobooboooooog?
stbododo-odotoouoooboonotuouotouoooboonoououooooooo
00000000000 DOO0DO0DO0D0DO0O000bO0bOO0ODOO0oDOOoDOoDOoDOoOooooOOon
OO0000000000DO0bOO0ODbOOobDOoog
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1nogogoooob-goooobobod

OD0OOo0ob0O0—CcCTvOuouonoodn — My ChinaDaily
Edwin Maher (O O 0O 0O)

China— acountry I originally had no intention of even visiting.

“ Thisguyisnuts,” lcanhearyousaying.* O OO OO0OO0O” OOOOOOOOOOO
Voicesaremytrade. 0 00000000

Voice train the broadcasters 0 0 O 0 0 0O 0O O

Before I had time to realize what | had done, they responded positively and set the wheels of hiring me in motion.
0000000000000 00oDboooo0o0ooDbooooooDobooooooobOoOn
o000

My family waving goodbye. O O O O 0O 0O O

While sad to see me go, they were making sure | didn’ t change my mind at the last minute.
000000000000 o0oOooDbOoooDon

At times | have felt disabled in China— blind, deaf and dumb to its language.
oot otdoo—0oogbooododoooogo
Iwasarealdummywhenlarrived DO OO0 0O0O00O0OOOOODOO0O

Maybe | wasn’ tsaying it clearly.

Conductor O O O

It was adismal starttomy seconddayinChina O 000000000 OOOOOO0O

But I wasn’ tgiving up that easily.

He couldn’ tspeak much English.

“ Where exactly in Beijing are you?” ” Haven’ taclue.”

With growing confidenced [

Wearing a smart business suit and tie, he would surely speak English wouldn’ t he?

Seemed veryconcerned. D O OO OO OOOO

He showed me two fingers. Now in Austria, that’ s really rude, but I got the message.

I was now speechless, | felt somewhat embarrassed having thought he would even accept a tip.

Ask any expatriate about the highs and lows of living in China, and there will be always a story starting, “ | had this
really amazing experiencel] ” It happens to us all.
OoDooooOoo* oooooooaaor

Still struggling with only a few words of Chinese, | continue soaking up their sounds on public transport. Its mobile
stages provide a daily dose of contemporary * Peking Opera’ starring driver and conductor supported by a huge
cast of extras — the always changing passengers.
gododoooobodootdotdoooooooodotdodooooboooouododon
gbododooooboduotdo—0ooooooouood

The* Opera’ wasabout to begin. It would feature a young man seated next to me, silent at first, but no doubt
mentally working out his opening lines. The curtain was about to rise. Histimeto * perform’ had arrived.

O 0" 00000000O00bO0DO00O0DOO0DO0000bO0bO0bOO0ObOOoDOOooDOooDOooDOooo
0000000000000 DOO0DOO0DODO0oDOooDO0ooooOobOOoDO* booOor oo

Taking my own cue, | explained my desire to absorb the human Chinese sights and sounds.
00000000000 DO0DO0DO0DO0D0000O0bOOobOOoDOooDgn
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China Federation Trade Unions 0 0 0 0 0 0O O

His courage to speak to me in English was impressive. Knowing how difficult it must have been, | promoted him
and he persevered throughout the 30-minute ride. I was* bowled over’ (as we say down under) by his

* performance’ .Butitwasn’ tstage-managed. His* acting’ came from the heart.

Strong handshakes offered my genuine applause.
gbododotooooobooootuodoooooooooooouodoon

g oo guooo® oo ouoooog* oo todotdouooooooouododgo
O0000000OO0DbOOoDOOooOoooog

At first, the gap was wide. Several months later, not only music, but now spoken words of English and Chinese
flow under a bridge of love and understanding. Like that man on the bus, our continuing * performance’ is real.
00000000000 DO0DO0DO0DO0DO0Do0000o00bOO0bOO0obOOooDOooDOooDooDooo
OO000000000O00DO0DOO0DO0oO0o0ooo0ooooOobOO0oobOOooboDOoooogoo: oo o
0

Old habits die hard.

Oo0ood

A search along the shelves of supermarkets and clothing stores proved fruitless, before it dawned on me no one uses
them.

00000000 bO00b0DOO00bO00bDbO0o0oOo0o0oDbOoooOoooDbOOooooOooobDOoOon
00

But what? | have to squat ?

Oo0oooood

I had never seen a squat toilet before coming in China. Now this could be a problem | decided, when confronted
with my first sighting of a public squat.

O0o000ooooboooooobooog

“ It" strue,” he said with added emphasis, reacting to my look of disbelief.
oooooooobooobooo* opooboor

He said that squatting, Chinese style, is a far more healthy and effective way to release one’ s— let me put it nicely
— build-up of fibre.
O0000-0000000000-0000b0000b000o0oooDobDooooOooog

I am really struggling to delicate in my description, but to say desperate situations need desperate action, is an
understatement. It was time to experience something Chinese take for granted.

00000000 bOO00D0bOOo0oDOo0oD* o000 bbooooOooobOoOoooooobOooo
O0o00o0ooooboooo

Unable, or more truthfully unwilling to confide in my friends,

000000000000 bOOo0ooOoooDOoon

| was getting more desperate by the minute.

O0o00o0oOooboooooooog

A*“ mirage” appeared above the skyline.

opooooo* oogoor o

Obstaclecourse 1 0 OO O OO

Mindyou. OO OO OO0 OO0 O00OO0O

It" sall to do with the way you look at life, isn’ tit?

O0o00o0ooooboooooobooog

FoodFantasy O 0 OO OO0 OO0

He urged meto* be honest about being a fussy eater.’
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gododooogooooogo® ogogo”™ o

But in my defense, we all have our likes and dislikes, especially when it comes to matters of a culinary nature.
gododoooobooootdodoooooboooododoooooooooa
My favorite dishes were vegetable spring rolls dipped in soy sauce.

guododoooon

And while I respect the culture of any place I visit, these particular traditions have tested my tolerance to the limit.
Oo0oooooooboOooboobobo0boooDOoooDOoooOoooOoobOobobOoboobooo

Page 17



oot

ERERERN

guoooobboopbrOdooobobbgogoooobnbd

0000000 :www.tushu000.com

Page 18



