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O O ThereisO for examplel the whispering campaign(] the circulation of anonymous rumors by men
whocannot be compelled to prove what they say. They put the utmost strain on our tolerancel] and there are
fewwho do not rejoice when the anonymous slanderer is caught] exposed[] and punished. At a higher levelthere
Is the moving picturel] a most powerful medium for conveying ideasl] but a medium which does notpermit
debate. A moving picture cannot be answered effectively by another moving picturel] in all freecountries there is
some censorship of the movies[] and there would be more if the producers did notrecognize their limitations by
avoiding political controversy.There is then the radio.Here debate isdifficultC] it is not easy to make sure that the
speaker is being answered in the presence of the sameaudience. Inevitably[] there is some regulation of the radio.
00 O When we reach the newspaper presst] the opportunity for debate is so considerable that discontentcannot
grow to the point where under normal conditions there is any disposition to regulate the press. Butwhen
newspapers abuse their power by injuring people who have no means of replyingd a disposition toregulate the
press appears.When we arrive at Congress we find thatC] because the membership of theHouse is so larged full
debate is impracticable. So there are restrictive rules. On the other hand[] in theSenate[1 where the conditions of
full debate exist] there is almost absolute freedom of speech.[] O This shows us that the preservation and
development of freedom of opinion are not only a matter ofadhering to abstract legal rightsC] but alsol] and very
urgentlyd a matter of organizing and arrangingsufficient debate. Once we have a firm hold on the central principle
[ there are many practical conclusionsto be drawn. We then realize that the defense of freedom of opinion
consists primarily in perfecting theopportunity for an adequate give-and-take of opinion it consists also in
regulating the freedom of thoserevolutionists who cannot or will not permit or maintain debate when it does not
suit their purposes.[J [1 We must insist that free oratory is only the beginning of free speech it is not the end[
but a means toan end. The end is to find the truth. The practical justification of civil liberty is not that
self-expression isone of the rights of man.It is that the examination of opinion is one of the necessities of
man.Forexperience tells us that it is only when freedom of opinion becomes the compulsion to debate that the
seedwhich our fathers planted has produced its fruit. When that is understood] freedom will be cherished
notbecause it is a vent for our opinions but because it is the surest method of correcting them.OO [0 [ [
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