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THE CUSTOM-HOUSE INTRODUCTORY TO "THE SCARLET LETTER".THE SCARLET LETTER I. THE
PRISON-DOOR II. THE MARKET-PLACE IIl. THE RECOGNITION IV. THE INTERVIEW V. HESTER
AT HER NEEDLE VI. PEARL VII. THE GOVERNOR'SHALL VIII. THE ELF-CHILD AND THE
MINISTER IX THE LEECH X THE LEECH AND HIS PATIENT XI. THE INTERIOR OF A HEART XIlI.
THE MINISTER'S VIGIL XIlI. ANOTHER VIEW OF HESTER XIV. HESTER AND THE PHYSICIAN XV.
HESTER AND PEARL XVI. AFOREST WALK XVII. THE PASTOR AND HIS PARISHIONER XVIII. A
FLOOD OF SUNSHINE XIX. THE CHILD AT THE BROOKSIDE XX. THE MINISTER IN A MAZE XXI
THE NEW ENGLAND HOLIDAY XXIl. THE PROCESSION XXIIl. THE REVELATION OF THE
SCARLET LETTER XXIV. CONCLUSION
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O O Prying further into the manuscriptd | found the record of other doings and sufferings of this singular woman,
for most of which the reader is referred to the story entitled THE SCARLET LETTER; and it should be borne
carefully in mind that the main facts of that story are authorized and authenticated by the document of Mr.
Surveyor Pue. The original papers, together with the scarlet letter itself - a most curious relic - are still in my
possession, and shall be freely exhibited to whomsoever, induced by the great interest of the narrative, may desire a
sight of them. I must not be understood as affirming that, in the dressing up of the tale, and imagining the motives
and modes of passion that influenced the characters who figure in it, I have invariably confined myself within the
limits of the old Surveyors half-a-dozen sheets of foolscap. On the contrary, | have allowed myself, as to such
points, nearly, or altogether, as much license as if the facts had been entirely of my own invention. What | contend
for is the authenticity of the outline.C] O This incident recalled my mind, in some degree, to its old track. There
seemed to be here the groundwork of a tale. It impressed me as if the ancient Surveyor, in his garb of a hundred
years gone by, and wearing his immortal wig - which was buried with him, but did not perish in the grave - had met
me in the deserted chamber of the Custom-House. In his port was the dignity of one who had borne his Majestys
commission, and who was therefore illuminated by a ray of the splendour that shone so dazzlingly about the
throne.
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