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Introduction to Important Reading Strategies and SkillsUnit One American Life[] Text A Choosing the Way We
Live[d Text B The Evolving Notion of HomeUnit Two Government Text A Government in Britain(J Text B
Government in the U.SUnit Three Jobd Text A Charcoal Drawingd Text B My First Job -- The Parking-Lot
SweeperUnit Four Discoveryld Text A Is Intelligence Inherited?0 Text B Improving Your MemoryUnit Five
Education[] Text A American Style of Educationd Text B College: A Transition Point in My LifeUnit Six
Morality] Text A Morality Without Free W Text B Moral IssuesUnit Seven Friendshipd Text A E-Mail to
Understandingd Text B Friendship of American StyleUnit Eight Social Changes[] Text A Major Consequences
of Modernization[] Text B Cultural ChangeUnit Nine Emotional IssuesC] Text A Overcoming Loneliness[] Text
B What Are the Causes of Divorce?Unit Ten Health(D Text A Health & Fitness[] Text B WalkingUnit Eleven
Culture and Geography[] Text A Culture and Cuisinel] Text B FloridaUnit Twelve Water[] Text A Household
Water[] Text B Water WarsUnit Thirteen SportsC] Text A Breaking Barriers Through Sports] Text B How
Much Exercise Do | Need?Unit Fourteen Economyd Text A Connectivity and Economic Growth[] TextB The
Place of Business and Work in U.S. SocietyUnit Fifteen Women Problemsd Text A For Working Women, Job
Equality Elusive[d Text B Women in the WorkforceUnit Sixteen Environment[] Text A Smog Controls Useless
Without Global Clean-Up[] Text B Plastic Bags-- Prolific ProblemsUnit Seventeen Pay[] Text A What Does
McDonald's Pay?(] Text B All Pay Is Not Created EqualUnit Eighteen Internet] Text A On-Line or Off-Line

(0 Text B The Internet and the IntranetAnswer Key
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O O 7. Understanding main ideast [ You will practice recognizing the main ideas contained within a text. In the
process of skimming you will alreadyhave identified some of these main ideas. During a second and third reading
you can recognize and understand themmore fully. Each paragraph will usually contain one main idea, sometimes
referred to as the paragraph topic.[] [0 The reading materials provide several exercises which help you identify and
understand the main ideas in a text. Knowing the key points in a reading text is vital in assessing its importance and
relevance for your needs. Understandingthe main ideas will also lead you to an understanding of a writers
organization.[] [ Example 3: One hundred years ago, school teachers were expected to provide a variety of
services inaddition to their teaching duties and to behave themselves in an exemplary [ serving as an example[]
manner. They cared for the oil lamps, tended the fire, and supplied their students with sharp pencils. After a long
day in the classroom, they were expected to spend some time every evening reading the Bible. Women teachers
could not marry, and barber shops were off limits to men teachers. Of course, alcohol and tobacco were forbidden.
O O Which statement best expresses the main ideal] 0 O A. Teachers performed domestic tasks.[] [1 B. The
teaching profession demanded total dedication.[] (I C. Teachers needed the guidance of religion.l0 [0 D. Teachers
set good examples by not using tobacco and alcohol.[J [ 8. Recognizing important facts and detailsC] (1 To
understand the main idea thoroughly, however, you must recognize the important facts or details which
helpdevelop or support it. These facts and details give you a deeper understanding of the main idea. They may
prove a point,show a relationship between ideas, or serve as examples to help you understand the main idea more
fully. Here aresome ways to help you recognize important facts or details:[] 0 1 O Read for the main idea. If you
have identified the main idea, you can more easily recognize the important facts that supportit.0] O 200 Keep itin
mind that not all facts or details are equally important. Look only for the facts that related to the main idea.[] [J 3[J
To check on your understanding of the material you have read, review the facts or details which you have identified
as the main idea. If adding up the facts or details does not lead logically to the main idea, you have failed either to
identify the main idea or to recognize the important supporting details.
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