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章节摘录

插图：He was followed down the ladder minutes later by Edwin B. Aldrin. Jr.，a 39 year old Ai]Force colonel
.For 2 hours and 2 1  minutes，the two men，carefully at first and then boldlv wandered about on the barren
，rock-strewn surface. They tested their ability to move about on thisstrange world. They took photographs of the
landscape. They set up scientific exderiments anf collected rock and soil samples. They set up a television camera
SO the whele world could watch All“the while，the third member of the crew，Michael Collins，38，an Air
F0rce lieutenant eolonel.piloted the Command Ship in lunar orbit 70 miles above the surface，waiting for the tw0
explorer∈to rejoin him for the trip back to earth. Altogether，the visit to the moon lasted 2 1 hours and 37
minutes.Though the mission（任务）was completed almost without flaw（瑕疵）it was with suspense and anxi
ety.The astronauts faced risks on the moon never before met by man .And. aswith all space flights，chances of
failure and disaster were ever present——the blast一0ff（发射）of the giant Saturn（土星）rocket at Cape
Kennedy，the entry of the spaceship into earth and lunar 0rhhthe never-before-attempted landing and lift-off
from the moon，the ink-up of Columbia and Eagle.the re-entry into the atmosphere（大气层），and the
splash. down（溅落）.An error or failure 0f any of the millions of individual parts anywhere along the way could
have ended the mission short of the goal. An equipment failure or accident on the moon could have left the
astronauts stranded (陷入困境）.
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