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[0 O Lecture 4000 OO From Sentence to Text[ [J Thc previous 39 lectures are chiefly concerned with
morphologyand syntax in spite of the fact that the use of sentences is often de-scribed in connection with contexts.
In this last lecture we shall ex-amine the role of sentences in the construction of a text or connect-ed discourse.40. 1
[ Sentence and text[] [I As has been pointed out, the sentence isthe highest rank ofgrammatical unit and also the
basic linguistic unit constituting atext. A text, spoken or written, is a structurally cohesive and se-mantically
coherent unit realized by a string of sentences for com-municative purposes.[] (I 11 Sentence meaning and
communicative function [J No authentic sentences exist in a vacuum; they are invariablyassociated with a
context or situation in which they are used, and itis the context or situation that determines the communicative
func-tion of sentences.[] [I Lvery sentence has its meaning, which is closely related to, butcan by no means be
equated with, its communicative function. Sen-tences, as we know, fall into four types: statement, question,
Com-mand, and exclamation. This classification, which is chiefly basedon grammatical structure, is far from
satisfactory in terms of com,municative function. Statements, for example, are not always usedto state a fact, and
questions are not always used to ask a question.
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