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[J The story is based in a typical English country cottage, where a small family lives, consisting of a wife and
husband, and their grandson.The original story, a story that started in the North of England, was known as
Johnny-Cake. The story was first written and recorded by Joseph Jacobs in 1890. A Johnnycake is a savoury cake
made from corn. This cake no longer appears in English food cookbooks: therefore the title of this story has been
changed to make it more recognisable and relevant to today’ s reader. The name Johnny has been kept in the title
to allude to the original story, whilst the actual cake has been altered to a fruitcake. A fruitcake is a typical English
dessert, traditionally enjoyed (or not) every year at Christmas. The fruitcake is a well-loved traditional Christmas
pudding, being one of the main dishes in a typical English Christmas dinner. The term * fruitcake’ is English
slang too, used to imply that someone is mad, insane or silly. Johnny-Cake is the English version of the German
folk story The Gingerbread Man.
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