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There are four main types for the formation of Chinese characters :pictographic, self-explanatory, ideographic, and
pictophonetic. Pictographic formation is the earliest means by which the ancient characters are created out of the
physicalform and property of the things they stand for. They mainly denote common things and concrete entities
in everyday life. As they have evolved gradually, they have all changed their original forms and are eventually fixed
as square characters.Self-explanatory formation uses symbols only [J e. g. "one","above”, and "below"[] or symbols
coupled with some deictic labelsC] e. g."root","blade”, and "blood"[] to designate meaning.The former might have
been employed simultaneously with pictographicfor mation while the latter should have occurred thereafter to refer
to more abstract meanings. Apparently, self-explanatory formation can be usedonly in a limited way.
Consequently, only a limited proportion of Chi-nese Characters are self-explanatory, and a tiny number of
symbol-only characters are identified in the Chinese writing system.ldeographic formation incorporates two or
more extant character symbols into composite characters to designate a new meaning. The ancient scholars
classified the Chinese characters into wen [ singleelement characters(] and zi(J composite charactersd . The
pictographic and theself-explanatory characters are mainly composed of single elements, thusfailing into the wen
category. The ideographic characters are respectivelycomposed of two or more characters, thus falling into the
zicategory .Different symbols or pictographic characters plus some deictic labels are combined to designate a new
abstract meaning in the ideographic formation. For instance,J brightl] was written as , whose meaning is a
composition of [J the sunJ andl the moon[J .Pictophonetic formation covers those characters that are made up
oftwo elements: the meaning element and the sound element. This forma-tion is highly effective in creating new
characters to stand for a new thingor concept..
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0000 D0O30000:000010460 O 000199901 (0 [0 0 ) presents”  an objective first-hand description of
the history of the most representative lexicographicworks from the remote past to the beginning of the 21 stcentury
[ covering all major dictionary genres producednot only in Mainland ChinalJ but also in Taiwan.HongKong and
Macao.More barriers between Chinesc andWestern lexicography are thUS likely to be removedd and new forms
of comparative and interactivc researchin a more global context will become a rcal possibiliw” [0 R.R.K.Hartmann
OJ Foreword[J .
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