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Since reform and open policy, China's foreign trade hase developed rapidly. In 1999, China's total import and
export trade value reached US$360.7 billion, ranking ninth in the world. The value of exports was US$194.9 billion
and imports US$165.8 billion. While the scale of foreign trade is constantly expanding, the structure of commodity
exports from China has clearly been optimized. Chinese commaodities with their low prices and high quality and
generally welcomed by people of all countries in the world. China’s trade parners and spread all over the world,
reaching the present 227 countries and regions from justafew dozenin 1978.0 O 0 O O O O O O
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Martha Avery was born in New York City and raised in Boulder, Colorado, USA. After attending boarding school
and beginning college, she moved to Asia at the age of 19, She pursued studies at New Asia college in Hong Kong,
Sophia University in Tokyo, and the Taipei Language Institute in Taiwan, setting the course for a lifetime of
involvement with Asia. She has an MBA from the Warton School of Finance and works in the field of publishing

and media.
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This book tells the story of the Tea Road. Its subject is economic and cultural history; how the Tea Road bound the
Eurasian continent into one unit. The vehicle for this story is tea, a material of profound significance in the lives of
diverse peoples and a material that can be used to track a continent'speople.J 0O O D O O OO
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