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Complex societies were able to generate and preserve much more wealth than smaller societies. When bequeathed
to heirs and held within particular families, this accumulated wealth bccame the fimndation fbr social distinctions.
These societies dcvcloped diffierent kinds of social distinctions, but all rccognized several classes of pcople,
including ruling elites, common people, and slaves.All early complex socictics also created sophisticated cultural
traditions. Most ofthcm either invented or borrowed a system of writing, which quickly camc to be usedto
construct traditions of literature, learning, and reflection. All the complex societieorganized systems of formal
education that introduced intellectual elites to skills such as writing and astronomical observation deemed
necessary tbr their societies' survival.In many cases individuals also produced works that explored time nature of
humanity,the world, and tile gods. Some of these works inspired religious and philosophical traditions for two
millennia or more.Complex society was not the only fi,rm of social organization that early humangroups
constructed, but it was an unusually important and influential type of society.Indeed, complex societies deployed
their power, pursued their interests, and promoted their values over much larger regions than did smaller societies.
Because of that, most of the world's peoples have led their lives under the influence of comptex societies.
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