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0000 OO0 Homework hasnever been terribly popular with students and even many parentst] butin
recentyears it has been particularly scornedd School districts across the countryd] most recently Los
AngelesUnified] are revising their thinking on this educational ritualC] Unfortunatelyl] LO AD Unified has
producedan inflexible policy which mandates that with the exception of some advanced coursesC] homework
mayno longer count for more than 10% of a student's academic gradelJ This rule is meant to address the difficulty
that students from impoverished or chaotic homes mighthave in completing their homeworkd But the policy is
unclear and contradictoryd Certainly(l no homeworkshould be assigned that students cannot complete on their
own or that they cannot do without expensiveequipment] But if the district is essentially giving a pass to students
who do not do their homeworkbecause of complicated family livesC] it is going riskily close to the implication that
standards need to belowered for poor children] District administrators say that homework will still be a part of
schooling teachers are allowed toassign as much of it as they wantd But with homework counting for no more
than 10% of their grades] students can easily skip half their homework and see very little difference on their report
cardsl] Somestudents might do well on state tests without completing their homework( but what about the
studentswho performed well on the tests and did their homework[1 It is quite possible that the homework helped
O
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