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0 O In 1909 an English newspaper decided tO give 101 000 pounds to the first man tO fly across the English
Channell O 0O OO O O O in an aeroplane. Today] modern planes croas it in minutes.But at that time it still
seemed a good distance.[d [ The race tO win the money soon became a race between two men.Both were very
colorful.[] [ One was Louise 131eriot.He owned a factory in France that nlade motor car lamps.He was already
welbknown as a pilot because he had crashedJ [ O [J several times.Some people laughed at him.One nlan
said."Hemaynot bethefirsttodie in erash.” ButBleriotWsa really a good and brave pilot.He also had maay good
deas about aeroplane design] (I [0 [0 [0 [0 The other msn was Huberr Lathan.He WSS half French and half
English.He took up flying when his doctor told him he had only a year to live.“ Oh welld ” be saidCJ IfI' m
going to diesoon.I think I shall have a dangerous and interesting life now.” Lathan was the first to fly acrossthe
Channel.Ten kilometres from the French side[] his plane had engine trouble.lt crashed intothe water and began to
sink(J 0 O O USder the water.A boat reached Lathan ust in time.He took off six davs later.He flew intO the bw
cloudsand somehowd O 0 O OO 0O O O O O O O got t0 the English side and landed in a farmers field.When
he did sol] a customs ofricer rushed up tO his plane.Planes have changed since then but customs olricers have
not.Have you anything to declare] 00 [0 [J [J the officer askad.
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