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have not gone too far on the wrong path, and now | am on the right path of today, not the wrong one of yesterday.
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I was originally a commoner who had to wear clothes made of hemp, and tilled land in Nanyang. I merely managed
to survive in times of turbulence and had no intention of seeking fame and position from princes. With an utter
disregard of my low social status and meager fund of knowledge, the late king condescended to visit me at my
thatched cottage three times to consult me about the current events of the country. | felt so grateful that I promised
to serve him. Soon afterwards we suffered a military defeat. Twenty-one years have passed since | received my
assignment at the time of the setback and was dispatched as an envoy at the moment of crisis.
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