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O O Many people helped make this book possible. Most of them helped with the first three editions and are
acknowledged there. Preparation of the fourth edition has been a very lonely task, but it was made easier by my
friends Prem Jain and Mike VO O Ipi at Cisco Systems. They and the company made it possible for me to cut back
my commitment at Cisco to less than half time for the ten months that it took to prepare this revised edition.[]

O For the ideas on the "principles"” side of this book; I still owe great thanks to my teacher, research advisor, and
friend Ed McCluskey. On the "practices” side, Dave Raaum, one of the leading members of my "Digital Designers
Hall of Fame" reviewed the new Verilog material and provided many suggestions.[ [ Since the third edition was
published, I have received many helpful comments from readers. In addition to suggesting or otherwise motivating
many improvements, readers have spotted dozens of typographical and technical errors whose fixes are
incorporated in this fourth edition.[J OO My sponsoring editor at Prentice Hall, Tom Robbins, deserves thanks for
shepherding this project over the past years. Hes the third or fourth editor who has changed jobs after [J almost[]
completing one of my book projects, leading me to wonder whether working with me inevitably leads to burnout
or success or both [ and if so, then in which order?l] . Special thanks go to Toms boss, Marcia Horton, who took
over after his departure. If youre reading this, then she did a terrific job of pulling this one out of the fire (I [

(1 Copy editor and proofreader Jennie Kaufman did a marvelous jiJ [ b of ensuring consistency and catching
typos, including several that had been overlooked by me and everyone else since the second or third edition.
Production editor Scott Disanno also deserves credit for providing a very smooth interface with the production
side of the house and for inspiring me with his very quick response times during the final "crunch” stage of the
project.
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