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[0 O This book has been long in gestation. Originally conceived as a book for the students ofChina University of
Political Science and Law [J CUPL[] who attend my private internationallaw class taught in English, it has
developed to a significant deeper study. It is now a workthat is hoped to be of great interest to both foreign conflicts
and comparative scholarsinterested in Chinese private international law and Chinese scholars and students who
areexpecting to deepen their understanding of private international law from the perspective ofcomparative law.As
we know, private international law aspires to provide solutions to disputes thathave legal implications involving
more than one sovereign. It three questions thatusually occur in international civil and commercial disputes,
namely, 00 10 jurisdiction O willa court of a particular state or nation take the case[] [1, [ 20 choice of law

[0 what law will thecourt apply if it does take the case [ , and [0 30 recognition and enforcement of
foreignjudgments 1 can other states and nations be expected to honor the judicial determinations ofthe court that
decided the disputed [J .
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[0 O open to criticism in that it can lead to confusion with public international law and does notproperly reflect the
fact that the subject embraces the difficulties that arise when one stateincludes more than one jurisdiction, such as
China and the United States. Likewise, thelatter is misleading in that the entire object of the subject is to promote
harmony rather thanconflict between the different legal systems of the world.ifC] Nevertheless, the author submits
that as both titles have long been used throughout theworld and as nobody has found a better one, it hardly seems
worthwhile to devote furtherthought to this merely terminological issue.For this reason, the two terms are
usedalternatively in this book without actual difference in meaning.@ 1.1.2[1 Scope The scope of private
international law is another issue that invites debate, and thefollowing discussion is a tentative description of the
different arguments on this issue fromthe perspective of comparative law. 1. Common Law Approach In common
law countries, conflict of laws, or private international law, is a body ofrules designed to determine whether
domestic or foreign law is to be applied when adomestic court is faced with a claim that contains a foreign
element.~ The peculiarity ofprivate international law in common law doctrines is that it has no material content, in
thesense that it does not provide any immediate solution to a particular dispute, but merelyindicates the legal
system which is competent to provide the rules to be applied.C] O O O
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