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30 O O Litigation masters emerged as historical actors in the southern Song, and became a significant social
problem in the late Ming, the so-called second commercial revolution. They provided the personal links between
local arenas and the infrastructure of that state. A key issue this book addresses is the false accusation and
manipulative use of courts.

00

[0 O The materials for this study include cases reported to Beijing in 1736-1850, mainly O O OO ,00 0 0O, 0
O00,0000,etc.

00

O O It first traces the history of litigation masters growing into a social problem from Song to Ming. They reflected
the tension between local afficialdom and local elites, and increased in number in the Ming with development in
education, increase of scholars and obscuration of the boundary between literati and merchants. Chapter 2 looks at
the issue from the perspective of the sate: the Confucian ideology basically sees litigation as moral failing, which
incurred burden for administration. Chapter 3 examines the mechanics of Litigation Masters, introducing their
origin, categories, strategies. Chapter 4 discusses from the perspective of the litigants---how litigation masters could
assist widows and local elites against the locally powerful and magistrates.

00

[0 O Chapter 5 turns attention to the disputation of body in homicide cases, and the missionary pettifoggery, both
of which produce judicial depravity. Chapter 6 is a case study of litigation masters in southeast coast of China
understand the state-society dynamic. Finally, it presents a different view of litigation masters in popular literature
and opera, where they often appear as heroes to help the weak against the powerful, whom the author calls “ metic
masters.”

00

0 O Quite different from studies of legal history focusing on codes or judiciary institutions, this study focus on a
group of participants between state and society, between officialdom and local residents, and between
Confucianism and Legalism. It demonstrates the social and cultural aspects of legal working, and that power does
not simply expresses of state ideology but mediates the state and the society.

00

O O It brings in many other topics into this study, such as the interference of Christianity in legal cases, the working
of kinship and lineage. From perspectives of state, litigation master, litigants, and literature, it depicts of
multi-dimensional picture of this social entity.
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