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0000000000000 0 Atall, slender young man of twenty-three, a touch of the poet him expressed
in his high forehead and wide, dark eyes. His feature are delicate and refined, leading to the weakness to the mouth
and chin.(O’ Neill,10)That is Robert Mayo, who’ s reading a book by the fading sunset light, comes into
view.Sunset of a day in spring, a diagonal road that can be seen in the distance widing towards the horizon. That is
really a peaceful sight with a poetic boy.And Ruth, a girl of twenty, who is at her age of dreaming of romance, falls
in love with Robert Mayo. Actually, she falls in love with Robert’ s poetic nature rather than he himself. As a
result, the misunderstanding or incomprehension of Ruth herself leads her into the permanent tragedy. This tragedy
rises its curtain with Robert’ s* one other” reason for his going with Captain Dick Scott ---He loves Ruth. And
obviously, Ruth loves him, too. So she asks Robert not to go and stay with her. When Robert tries to persuade her
to go with him, she is afraid. Though Robert described a wonderful picture---1 could actually hear them calling him
in soft whispers to hide-and-seek to find out where the sun was hiding himself. They sang their little songs to me,
songs that told all of the wonderful things they had in their home on the other side of the hills; and they promised to
show me all of them, if I’ d only come, come! (19)---Ruth’ s afraid. No sooner than they got married did the
unreality of Ruth appear. What she loves is just the poetic nature of Robert, but not his poetic dream and
characteristic. Instead, she is afraid of it for she cannot join in it. It is like the story of Lord Ye professed to love
dragons in China. There is a beautiful picture in her mind but when it could come true, she feels afraid of it. So that
is the first time that the gap between dream and reality appears. Ruth prevent Robert from going by the reason of
his loving her, and yes, he stays, but the gap stays still. Robert’ seye’ sstill fixed on the horizon even when he half
turns to follow Ruth.The tragedy revealed it’" s veil during the five years since Ruth and Robert got married. At the
beginning of act two, scene one, the room appears with little significant details that give evidence of carelessness and
inefficiency. The furniture show brokenness and shabby; there are holes on the curtains; one arm of Mary’ s toll
has gone and is through under the table. We can imagine that people who love their family could absolutely not
keep it like this. Instead, they will clean the windows and tables, to keep there home clean, tide and warm. Even
when May says she want her Dolly, Ruth just irritably pulls her beak and says“ It" s time for your nap. You can

" tplay with Dolly now.” (41) She is impatient with Mary and the same with Robert. When Robert plays with
Mary, she stops him in annoyance. The used love between them has gone away. Why? Perhaps we can attribute all
of these into the unsuccessful management of the farm by Robert.After the death of James Mayo, the farm
deteriorate . Robert is obviously not born to be a farmer. As Mrs. Atkin’ s says, maybe he works hard, but it doesn
" taccomplish anything. The farm has been going from bad to worse, and Robert can’ t get money from any
other way except to mortgage the far for he cannot pull through * til harvest without it .As a result of Robert’ s
poor management, Ruth could not meet her basic material need, and she feels that she can’ t help to not loving
Robert any more when she is working in a hot kitchen in hunger. Life is not poetry, Ruth need a steady life and that
reminds her Andrew. She turns to Andy for she can’ t get all she want from the life of being Robert” s wife and
being accompany with his spiritual joy. Ruth realizes that Robert is not her real love and that committed a blunder
in measuring her feeling for the two brothers hence she waits for Andrew to return from beyond the horizon where
her treasure of happiness would be his knapsack. The play is like a fugue, developing with variations the theme of
the suspension of life between opposites. We feel the balancing pull not only between reality and idealism, but also
between the earthy and the spiritual joy and sorrow, love and hate, hope and despair.She goes to Andy’ s letter
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again after letting Mary go to bed---yes, she has read it several times---and her movements indicate a guilty fear of
discovery. An because of Andy, we see the first time Robert and his wife quarreled and Ruth shows her regret of
marrying with Robert in a fierce way. And it is the first time that Ruth speaks out her consciousness of her love in
the dream is unreality. She wants Robert to go she will be glad to get rid of him. In front of Robert” sangry face,
she repeats or declares her true opinion* Yes, | domeanit. I’ d say if you was to kill me! I do love Andy. 1do! |
do! I always loved him. And he loves me! He loves me! | know he does. He always did! And you know he did, too!
So go! Go if youwantto!” The above dialogue not only focuses verbal rivalry but also asserts Ruth's newly
discovered truth of having really loved Andy and that her love for her husband was infatuation. This is the first stage
of the breaking of Ruth’ s dream and then follows the second.Ruth’s illusion that the farm will look natural with
Andy's brilliance and technology on one hand disheartens Robert who passively accepts domestic alienation,
where as, Ruth looses herself in the world of fantasy with Andy as a magician. The conflict widens to polar
extremities. When Andy tells her he doesn’ t love her or in some extent, he never falls in love with her, and he
would go again. Life is continue. The withdrawal in the case of Ruth as well as Robert is their attempt to resolve
conflict by moving away from the people. But it is a matter of whether they could find the exit of the confusion
between the dream and the real world rather than whether to live with people or the farm.Life is not easy. Robert
has gone, leaving Ruth alone in the world. All the things she suffered corners her to desperate and lifeless. She has
no feeling and no sense of love. CONCLUSIONRuth has suffered—and for your own sake and hers—remember,
Andy—only through sacrifice—the secret beyond there—— The sun! Remember!Through the study of Ruth, we
can see that she’ s not clearly know what she want and what she need. Her behavior is much like Scarlett O'Hara
in the novel Gone with the Wind.Ashley Wilkes, who she loves is just a portrait that she paint by herself. It s the
same with Ruth, too much idealism illusion at last make herself desperate and all the tragedy is made by her own.
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