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O [0 Water is a necessary resource that supports all life forms. Neither plants nor animals can survive for very long
without it. It is the most widely used resource in industry, and plays a major role in energy production. Quality of
life, as well as life itself, depends on a continual supply of clean, fresh water.[J [0 The rainforests are another of the
world's most valuable and endangered resources. The Amazon rainforests of Brazil have often been called the
“Lungs of the Planet", because they naturally and continuously recycle carbon dioxide 0 O [0 [0 [0 [J into oxygen,
which helps keep our atmosphere clean. The Amazon rain forests are home to more than half the world's estimated
ten million species of plants, animals, and insects. They also produce raw materials for cancer-fighting drugs and
other pharmaceuticalst] O O O .00 O Rain forests once covered fourteen percent of the earth’ s land surface. Now
they only cover six percent, and experts believe that we may destroy these rain forests completely in less than forty
years. How can we stop the deforestation] Ecologists say that environmental organizations must work together
with different communities, and countries, to find solutions to these serious environmental problems. As citizens of
the Earth, we all have a responsibility to preserve and sustain the environment we have for our- selves, and the
future generations of our children, and great-grandchildren.C] (0 OO I
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