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[J O Hani Rashid and Lise Anne Couture[J founders and principals ofAsymptote Architecturel] are leading
architectural practitioners oftheir generation whose innovative work and academic contributionshave received
international acclaimO Since Asymptote s founding in1 98901 thefirm has been at the forefront of technological
innovation inthe field of architecture and design and garnered praise for visionarybuilding designs[] large-scale
master plans] art installationst] exhibitionand product design and digital environmentsC] Asymptote is currently
working on a broad range of commissions atsites in the United States[] Europe and Asia including two
commercialoffice towers at 1 90 Vaci in Budapest[] Hungary and the World BusinessCenter Solomon Tower in
Busan[ South Koreald a skyscraper that willbe among the tallest buildings in Asia at 560m Also in progress
arethe Penang Global City Center(PGCC) a one-million-square-metercultural(] hotel and performing arts
complex in Penang[] Malaysial(] the Strata Tower[ an innovative[] forty-story residential~,] tower in AbuDhabi
[0 UAE and two contemporary art pavilions commissioned bythe Guggenheim Foundation for the Cultural
District of Saadiyatlsland[] also in Abu DhabilJ Other recent competition proposalsfrOm Asymptote include the
winning entry for an iconicl] forty-storycorporate headquarters in ThilisiC] Georgiall the Dubai
InternationalFinancial Center[] a 1461 story building that punctuates the city sskyline] and a dramatic design for
a new Guggenheim Museumin Guadalajaral] Mexicol] The Yas Hotel[J a 5001 room[] luxury hoteladjacent to
the new Formula 1 Yas Marina Circuit0 is currently underconstruction in Abu Dhabil] UAEL The
award-winning HydraPier Pavilion in Haarlemmermeer[d Netherlands is amongst Asymptote s recently completed
works[] For nearly two decades Asymptote has also produced experimentalart installations and exhibition design
work involving multimediatechnologies for venues such as the Solomon RO GuggenheimMuseum in New York
Cityd Documenta Xl in Kassel(D Germany theSchirn Kunsthalle in Frankfurt and the Ministry of Public Works
inMadridJ 1n 2000 Hani Rashid co-represented the United States atthe Seventh Venice Architecture Biennale

(1 and in 2004 Rashid andCouture were chosen as the design architects for Metamorph[ theNinth Venice
Architecture Biennale[d All of Asymptote s work has been widely published and is included invarious private and
public collections including the Museum Of ModernArt in New York[] the Pinakothek in Munich[J the San
Francisco MuseumOf Modern Art[] the Centre Pompidou in Paris and the Frac Centre jnOrleans[] France[d 1n
2004 Rashid and Couture were presented withthe coveted Frederick Kiesler Prize for Architecture and the Arts
inrecognition of exceptional contributions to the progress and mergingof art and architectLJre(] 00 O O [
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