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0000 OO0 Elsewherethey were influential if notdominating. The Toryism of the Church was bound to
be diluted by thepersistent drip of Whig jobbery, but one of the great seminaries of theChurch, the university of
Oxford, remained loyal to the Anglican gentry,and there was sufficient ecclesiastical patronage in the hands of the
Toryfamilies to maintain a powerful interest. In substantial cities there werealso promising reservoirs of potential
opposition to the regime. InLondon, Bristol, Norwich, and Newcastle, for instance, there was a longtradition of
popular participation in politics, and much combustiblematerial for Tory incendiaries. The Walpole system was
too widely basedto be considered a narrow oligarchy, but while a significant portion ofthe landed and clerical
classes and a large body of middle- and lower-class opinion in the towns opposed it, the stability of the age could
bemore apparent than real. The Regime at Risk Naturally enough, the conditions for genuine crisis were created
onlywhen the regime itself was divided. By the early 1730s Walpole wasfaced by a dangerous alliance of rivals at
court. Their opportunity camewith his celebrated attempt to extend the excise system, a projectwhich was
financially sound but which awakened the deepest and mostviolent antipathy among those numerous English
people who detestednew taxes and feared the expansion of the government's bureaucracy.Only Walpole's
readiness to withdraw his scheme in 1733 and the solidsupport of George [0 against his court rivals saved his
administration;even so, the general election of 1734 produced a wide-spread reactionagainst him and a severely
reduced majority in the House of Commons.
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