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Book Description

After Adeline's mother died, her affluent father remarried a French-Chinese teenager, Niang, and the family moved
to Shanghai where they lived in a large house in the middle of the French Concession. During this time, the 1930s,
when everything western in treaty ports such as Shanghai was deemed superior to anything Chinese, Niang was the
ultimate status symbol and Adeline's father was besotted. But while Niang gave her own two children beautiful
clothes and lovely presents, she treated her five stepchildren harshly and with disdain. Adeline in particular was
considered inferior and insignificant and she was bullied and beaten by her siblings. When the family moved to
Hong Kong in 1949, Adeline was banished to a boarding school from which she was rarely allowed home. Set
against a background of changing political times and the collision of East and West, this text describes how the
complexities of family relationships were to come to a head at her father's and Niang's deaths. It also tells of how
Adeline survived the traumas of her childhood to make a successful career for herself.
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10 The book, vividly written in English, provides a very personal account of life back to the 1900s, when
flourishing business and foreign influence claimed the coastal metropolis of Shanghai and Tianjin. Yet it has delved
too much into daily nuisance - her sense of superiority from family wealth, her antipathy towards her step mother
and siblings, and most ironic of all, her honest admiration of anything western during a disgraceful time of national
crisis. It was, after all, an individual's acclamation of capitalistic affluence and narration of daily jealousy and
misfortune. Her personal happiness, joy, sorrow and discontent occupying the entire story failed to acknowledge
the suffering of millions of her fellow Chinese citizens from wars, poverty, politics as well as both capitalistic and
imperialistic exploitation that was shamefully glorified by the author. She was indeed a falling leaf - belonging to
some splendid life of materialistic and personal triumph; her heart never echoed with the painful tear and blood of
her motherland.
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