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Yu meiren

By LiYu

Too long the autumn moon and spring flowers last,
I wonder how much they have known of my past.
Last night spring breezes through an upper room
Reminds me too much of my present gloom.
With a bright moon, how could I my country recall
Without a sense of defeat and despair at all

The Palace should be still there as before

With its carved railings; jade-like steps galore.
Only here are changes which my plight entail

My complexion, once ruddy, has become pale.
Should I be asked how much anguish I have found
Strange! It is like flowing water eastward bound.
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Yulinling

Near the rest-house were cicadas much chilled.
They’ re chirring hard, melancholy and dull.

It was fast approaching the evening.

A great shower has just come to lull.

| had had a few drinks in the city.

From low spirits | was turned to despair.

I lingered there, every moment—precious.
When* allaboard” | heard the boatman blare.
Face to face, hand in hand, with tearful eyes—
Speechless, we were choked by our very sights.
Thinking of the distance to be covered;

O’ er the billows, a murky vapour lies;

Dusk was fast advancing into the night,

Spreading its gloom over the southern skies.
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From ancient times, those full of sentiment—

Part, in anguish, from those to whom are dear.

So much the worse is it in bleak autumn.

When everything looks stark bare and drear.

Where’ d | be when I sober up, too soon?

It will be willowed banks; dawn breeze or waning moon.
Once gone, for years lonely, I shall remain.

Happy or festive as the day may be.

Whate’ er sentiments | may entertain—

Whom could | approach to share them with me?
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