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00000000 apartial shift from republicanism to liberalism30—from, that is to say, the classical theory of
the individual as civic and active being, directly participant in the res publica according to his measure, toward (if
not fully reaching) a theory in which he appears as conscious chiefly of his interest and takes part in government in
order to press for its realization, making only an indirect contribution to that mediating activity whereby
government achieves a reconciliation of conflicts which is all the common good there is. In this sense,
representative democracy involves a recession, on the part of both individual and "people,” from direct
participation in government, of which the "decline of virtue" is the measure; but it does not involve political
quiescence or a lowering of tensions. It also coincides with a vast expansion of party activity and appeal to a highly
responsibleelectorate. 1 0 0 0D OO0 0000000 OOODOO0OOOOOOOODOODOOOOOGOO
000000000 OWood's "end of classical politics” is at bottom predicated upon an abandonment of the
closely related paradigms of deferenceand virtue. J O O OO0 00000000 O0ODOOO0OO0OOOOOOOO
ooooooooboobooobooboooDboobDoooDobo* Do bbooboooo
O0o0d0ooooboobooooboobooooDboobooooDboooDoooDboobooooo
O0000o00o0ob0o0boooob0oob0oobDboobO0oooDbOoooDoooDbooboooDoo
O0000000b0o0o0oooboobooooDboooOoooDboooDoooDbOooooooo

Page 6



Juooodood

oo otdododoooonoooododoooooooooonoa
oot otdotdodoooonoooododoooooooooonoaa
0 O O O it can now be further argued that the vocabulary of virtue and corruption persisted in American thought,
not merely as a survival slowly dying after its tap-root was cut, but with a reality and relevance to elements in
American experience that kept it alive and in tension with the consequences that followed its partial abandonment
in so crucial a field as constitutional theory and rhetoric. If Americans had been compelled to abandon a theory of
constitutional humanism which related the personality to government directly and according to its diversities, they
had not thereby given up the pursuit of a form of political society in which the individual might be free and know
himself in his relation to society.[]
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