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“ Then these other swordsmen have the true power. Or do they? Whence came their swords? Why do they obey?
" Varyssmiled. “ Some say knowledge is power. Some tell us that all power comes from the gods. Others say it
derives from law. Yet that day on the steps of Baelor’ s Sept, our godly High Septon and the lawful Queen Regent
and your ever-so-knowledgeable servant were as powerless as any cobbler or cooper in the crowd. Who truly killed
Eddard Stark do you think? Joffrey, who gave the command? Ser llyn Payne, who swung the sword? Or, [J
another?*

00

Varys smiled. “ Here, then. Power resides where men believe it resides. No more and no less.”

00

“ Ashadow on the wall,” Varys murmured, “ yet shadows can kill. And ofttimes a very small man can cast a very
large shadow.”
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The armorer considered that a moment. “ Robert was the true steel. Stannis is pure iron, black and hard and

strong, yes, but brittle, the way iron gets. He’ Il break before he bends. And Renly, that one, he’ s copper, bright
and shiny, pretty to look at but not worth all that much at the end of the day.” -- Donal Noye
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Arya did not dare, even though she smelled as bad as Yoren by now, all sour and stinky. Some of the creatures

living in her clothes had come all the way from Flea Bottom with her; it didn’ t seem right to drown them.
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Beyond its sky-tall man-cliffs the true world was calling, and he knew he must answer or die. -- Bran
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