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“"Landscape architecture applies cultural, artistic, technical, and scientifc knowledge to the design of an open space
often integrated in the urban fabric. In this case, the goal is usually about bringing the city closer to na-ture.
Through a commitment to preserve or improve the environment for human use and enjoyment, landscape
architects take on the responsibility to create environments that, beyond their aesthetics and functions, show an
appreciation and understanding of natural processes. These professionals thrive to bring together land and
man-made objects usually with striking, creative imagination. The object of their work can be as varied as parks,
gardens, waterfronts, courtyards, open spaces around public institutions, schools, hotels, hospitals, and airports.
With the densifcation of cities and the lack of vacant spaces, landscape architects can see their territory of expertise
expand to areas above ground level such as vertical gardens and rooftops. Regardless of the project type, the
analysis of the site and the mapping of its features are the beginning of a creative process that fnalizes with thorough
detailing which in turn, makes a landscape unique. This book is a compendium of examples that show how details
help reinforce the general design concept and achieve a specifc desired effect. It takes you on a journey across the
aesthetic, functional and construction aspects of landscape architecture to demonstrate how powerful design
features can transform thematic ideas into awe-inspiring built realities. Based on the existing conditions of a specifc
site, landscape architects use their creative abilities and knowledge to materialize their ideas through a design
development that culminates with the selection of materials and the design of construction details. These details,
which are key to the success of the project, can reinforce design ideas by means of the continuity and discontinuity
of patterns; they can contribute to the overall form and geometry of the design; they can be designed to be
long-lasting and fexible while enhancing the general design; they can anticipate the maintenance requirements to
minimize future disruptions and maximize cost effectiveness. The materials included here have been selected for
their capacity to inspire and propose innovative ideas on how to approach the design or construction of various
aspects of landscape projects. The book is divided into the fol-lowing sections: Structures, which includes retailing
walls and screens, surfacing and paving, fences, guardrails and railings, decks and boardwalks, pedestrian bridges,
furniture and public art, and materials; Irrigation Design; Lighting Design; Pool Design and Water Features; and
Planting. The latter includes comprehensive information on the selection and use of trees, plants, shrubs and herbs,
and examples of planting design types. The details, in numerical order, are illustrated with color photographs, site
plans, sections and numerous construction details. The images are accompanied by comprehensive captions that
are, in some occasions, formulated as tips. This book is invaluable for architecture, garden, and landscape design
students as well as for professionals who will fnd this book resourceful not only for understanding the work of the
best contem-porary landscape architects, but also as an inspirational tool for their own design work.
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