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00O 0O O Itwas the end of the magnolia tree, the end of the &quot;City of Palaces&quot; which had been
compared, by some, to the glory of Calcutta. It was the end of aristocratic Shanghai, and the birth of the fastest
town on earth.
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0000 0O DO O There were roses, and tulip trees, and magnolias, for the marshland was good soil, after all and
the Shanghai sky was blue and bright most of the year.
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O O The hongs were square buildings, erected without imagination and without architects, but comfortable and
cool. Like true colonial gentlemen, the merchants did not build too close to each other. They believed in elbow-
room, and they took much pride in the spacious compounds around the hongs. There were roses, and tulip trees,
and magnolias, for the marshland was good soil, after all and the Shanghai sky was blue and bright most of the year.
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[0 O Another time, a Chinese general, nicknamed &quot;little Hsu,&quot; who had sneaked into the Settlement in
defiance of a Municipal order, had to be arrested and hurried off in the general direction of Europe.0 O 00 O O O
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cool. Like true colonial gentlemen, the merchants did not build too close to each other. They believed in elbow-
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