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A seductive and evocative epic on an intimate scale, that tells the extraordinary story of a geisha girl. Summoning
up more than twenty years of Japan's most dramatic history, it uncovers a hidden world of eroticism and
enchantment, exploitation and degradation. From a small fishing village in 1929, the tale moves to the glamorous
and decadent heart of Kyoto in the 1930s, where a young peasant girl is sold as servant and apprentice to a
renowned geisha house. She tells her story many years later from the Waldorf Astoria in New York; it exquisitely
evokes another culture, a different time and the details of an extraordinary way of life. It conjures up the perfection
and the ugliness of life behind rice-paper screens, where young girls learn the arts of geisha - dancing and singing,
how to wind the kimono, how to walk and pour tea, and how to beguile the most powerful men.
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1100 To love, do we need to hurt?No matter how deep his academic research is about Asian and Japan, you have to
admit, now that the writer is from USA, he cannot truly understand the rooted traditional oriental culture. Arthur
Golden illustrates the whole story as a pornographic picture book under a screen of mysterious beautiful mosaic, it
is beautiful but you cannot deny it is all about sex, and which I am sure can satisfy the curiosity of the westerners.
And to be honest, it is a good novel when you want to read something interesting.What | want to judge is the love
relationship between Sayuri, Chairman and Nobu, which is very funny and ridiculous.Firstly, Sayuri and
Chairman, when they first met, Sayuri was 9 years old while Chairman was around 40 years old, and according to
the last chapter, the truth was the two people fell in love in the first sight, | guess you may think something dramatic
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must happen in their first meeting, well I am sorry to tell you there are only 4 things happened then, 1.[0 Chairman
comforted Sayuri blahblahblah, 2.0 Chairman bought Sayuri an ice cone with plum juice,3.00 Chairman gave Sayuri
some coins for her supper, 4.00 Chairman gave Sayuri a handkerchief which to be seen as a love token by Sayuri for so
many yearsAnd after that, before Chairman and Sayuri became so called husband and wife in the last chapter, you
can count only with your hand fingers about how many times they actually met during those years. Therefore, at
last the writer told readers that Chairman have always been in love with Sayuri and it was he who arranged
everything for Sayuri to become an outstanding geisha and shared by several men, yes, | can’ tagree more the love
story is reasonable. Secondly, Sayuri and Nobu, I am almost sure that Nobu loves Sayuri deep in heart, if treating
her very well, sending precious presents, even fighting hard for Sayuri’ s virginity (ridiculous Japanese), strong
jealousy and finding her a safe place to avoid War and hard life all and all does not count true love, please do tell me
what counts? By the way, where is that chairman at these important moments? At last, to get rid of Nobu, Sayuri did
something horrible to Nobu that is to seduce the Minister whom Nobu despised most. Well, I am sure Nobu
would forgive Sayuri for doing this for he should have loved Sayuri very much, however he didn’ tand
disappeared forever. Why? Because our writer try to give Sayuri and Chairman a happy ending!In the end,
Chairman found Sayuri and told her he loved her so much all the time and said,” if Nobu cannot forgive you
about what you have done, I don’ tthink he is your true destiny. *  So you are?And to explain during all those
years why Chairman didn’ t show any love to Sayuri to let her know his feelings, he let out a story,” there isan
employee whom | wanted to hire so much but he was still on his previous job so I didn’ t hire him, but one day he
quit his job voluntarily and told me that he was now available for me to hire him, so I hired him. And the situation
Is totally same to you Sayuri.” If | were Sayuri, | would say * are you fxxking kidding me!”  to him, However,
unfortunately, this is a happy ending.
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