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Featuring a stunning Introduction by popular author of The Ice Storm and Demonology Rick Moody, this special
edition of The Mayor of Casterbridge is a tie-in to the A&E Television Network adaptation of Thomas Hardy's
critically acclaimed novel. In a surprisingly personal essay, Moody names the saga "the first great novel about
alcoholism," and delivers penetrating insight into the character of Michael Henchard and the crippling deficiencies
that foretell his ruin. The Mayor of Casterbridge opens with an act of such heartlessness and cruelty that it still
shocks readers today. Michael Henchard, an out-of-work hay-trusser, gets drunk at a fair and for five guineas sells
his wife and child to a sailor. When the horror of his act sets in the following morning, the wretched Henchard
swears he will not touch alcohol for twenty-one years. Through hard work and acumen, he becomes rich,
respected, and eventually the mayor of Casterbridge. Eighteen years pass before Henchard's fateful oath comes
back to claim its due. Upon the return to Casterbridge of his wife and daughter, Elizabeth-Jane, Henchard's
fortunes steadily decline. He clashes with his business assistant, Donald Farfrae, who soon becomes his major rival.
He ruins his business through impulsive speculations and takes to drinking again. One by one he forfeits his
possessions and relationships to Farfrae. Soon Farfrae owns Henchard's business and his house, has gained the
affection of his lover Lucetta, and has even become the mayor of Casterbridge. In a final insult, Farfrae marries
Elizabeth-Jane. Having lost everything he once possessed, Henchard is forced to face himself in his most tragic and
desperate moment.
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61 00 0 The Mayor of Casterbridge, first published in year of 1886, is one of Thomas Hardy's tragical novels, of
which the protagonist, Michael Henchard, underwent vissitudes of life, from drags to fame and then to obscurity
and dust. The novel begins with Henchard's scandlous auction of his wife, Susan, and his daughter, Elizabeth-Jane,
to an unknown sailor, Richard Newson. His life changed tremendously after this event, and once again on revealing
this fact about twenty years later. Henchard is elected the mayor of Casterbrige because of his fortune attained
through arduous hay-trussing. One can catch a shadow of &quot;Amercian Dream&quot; from him. In the prime
of his career, his wife appearers. Henchard is on a dilemma: he has agreed to marry Lucetta; he has to re-marry
Susan for his sense of guilt. Being a man of responsibilities, Henchard determines to choose the second. Before their
remarriage, Henchard gets acquainted with Donald Farfrae, who becomes the manager and the pillar of his
business. Jeasous, Henchard dismisses Donald for his popularity among the twonspeople. Thus, they deteriorate
from bosom friends into rivals, first in business then in love when Lucetta Templeman moves to Casterbridge after
the decease of Susan. Unfortunately for Henchard, Lucetta and Donald fall in love. Soon they get married.
Henchard's hatred towards Donald aggravates and he attempts to revenge himself on Lucetta by reading the letters
she wrote to him in front of Donald. Lucetta overhears their conversation and pleads with Henchard for mercy.
Moved by her modest pleadings, Henchard returned those letters to her through the hand of Jopp. However, Jopp
divulges the staggering secret to the town and they plan to do a &quot;skimmington ride&quot; for fun. But this
ride Kills Lucetta. After the death of Lucetta, Henchard finds comforts in his stepdaughter whose affection for him
unalters so far. Unfortuately, Newson show up. In fear of the loss of Elizabeth-Jane, Henchard deceives Newson by
telling him that Elizabeth has died and been buried beside her mother. Newson trusts him and leaves. Two years
later, on the eve of Elizabeth's announcement of her marriage with Donald, Henchard leaves them for the return of
Newson. He divined that he is an &quot;outcast, an encumberer of the ground, wanted by nobody, and despised
by all&quot; after the last meeting with his precious stepdaughter in the evening of her wedding.

00

OO No one is fortunate in this novel, and the most tragic one is Henchard. The auction of his wife and daughter
brings him wealth and authority, but it also foreshadows his loss of everything he has won. Hardy's notion of
tragedy is akin to Aristotle's, but differs from the latter in his seclection of heros and heroines. Aristotle's heros are
all of noble birth, whereas, Hardy's obscurity. It implies that great tragedies can occur among the commonplace.
Despite this difference, they both emphasize the importance of the plot, which is the core of Aristotle's conception
of tragedy, and the function of errors which contribute to the birth of tragedies. The tragedy of Henchard is
brought forth by his semi-conscious selling of his wife and daughter when he is drunken. This is the very error.
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90 Happiness is but the occasional episode in a general drama of pain.
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