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The mounting, or backing, not only preserves a work of painting or calligraphy, it can also enhance its beauty. As
early as the third century BCE, during the Warring States period, one finds an early prototype of the modern scroll
form, but it was not later until the T" ang dynasty and afterwards that the art of mounting truly matured. In the late
Northern Sung dynasty, the imperial court even established a workshop for mounting along with a set method for
mounting painting and calligraphy that would influence this craft for ages, well into the Ming and Ch’ ing
dynasties. The design of this catalogue features images of the works in their entirety, not just the artworks
themselves. Emphasis has been placed on the main points as well as individual features of the handscroll, hanging
scroll, album leaf, and fan mounting formats. In addition, this catalogue also includes a reference appendix of tools
and materials commonly used in mounting painting and calligraphy.
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